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TO THE BIGHT REVEREND 



JOHN HBNRT BOBART, D J>. 



SUhop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese 

of New York. 



Philaddphia^ Dec. 1, 1827^ 

mOHT RET. SIR, 

When the Rev. Mr. De Lancey was 
speaking in Convention^ at Harrisbarg^ agiednst admit- 
ting his brother In the ministry^ the Rev. Lucius Car-* 
ter^ to his seat in that body^ he remarked — if Mr. C, 
were resident in the state as the agent of a reHgiom 
institutionf he might be admitted to a seat. Mr. De L« 
was told^ on the instant, that Mr. Carter was an agent 
of the American Sunday School Union, and that Mr. 
Carter had been, and, to the best of hii^ knowledge and 
belief, expected to continue to be, a resident (bona 
fide) in the state. Mr. C. left the Diocese of Mary- 
land partly in consequence of his dissatisfectioii with 
slavery* Pennsylvania was free in all the varieties of 
her population ; and, though before he had thought of 
Ohio, Vermont, and your Diocese, he resolved to make 
Pennsylvania the place, not only of his life, but, for 
aught he knew to the contrary, of his sepulchre. He 
was, therefore, within the limit prescribed by the con- 
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stitation of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Penn- 
sylvania^ and^ as an accredited minister of that Churchy 
was fully entitled to share in her councils. The sur- 
mising improper views and motives^ was not obeying 
the law either of God or man. Mr. Carter ought^ in 
conversation even^ to have b^en presumed innocent un- 
til he was proved guilty. 

When J. Ingersoll, Esq. threw Bishop Kemp^s certi- 
ficate of Mr. Carter's good standing out of his hand^ by 
supercilious gesture^ as well as by voice^ seeking^ but 
too successfully^ to convince those with whom he acted 
that the Rev. Mr. Carter should be refused permission 
to sit in Convention^ he ought to have refnembered the 
remark he. made to Mr. Uidgley^ during the sitting of 
the Special Convention-— that if he, Mr. Ridgley^ would 
say it was his intention to remain in the State, he would 
withdraw all opposition to his taking a seat : when the 
gentleman just named opposed the Rev. Mr. Carter's 
taking his seat, he would have done well, if he had also 
remembered the remark he made during the sitting of 
the Special Convention : ^^ One minutes residence in 
the Diocese, with a bon^ fide intention to remain, enti- 
tles a clergyman to a seat in Convention.'^ 

We remember, Right Rev. Sir, the impressions crea- 
ted on our minds in the days, of our childhood. I 
doubt not, therefore, we have, both read what Was 
found in our spelling books,* concerning a farmer who 
once went to complain of an injury, which had been in- 
iOicted by, as he at first through mistake declared, his 
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0X i whicli^ however^ afterwards proved to have been 
inflicted by the ox of his neighbour. I would never be 
thought guilty of finding fault with so respectable a 
body of men as lawyers ; I^ indeed^ may stand in need 
of their power of protection: — ^all I have to say at pre- 
sent is^that^ when they share in ecclesiastical counsels^ 
it will be well for them to remember the goi^dsn -bulk. 
All the while that the discussion^ in relation to the 
Rev. Lucius Carter being recognised as a member of Con- 
vention was in progress, he (the Rev. Mr. Carter,) 
was present. Still his vote was not taken. He was 
present with the evidence that he was. entitled to a 
seat — that very evidence required by the CQnstitu- 
tion — ^yet, not only was his right to a permanent seat 
contested, he sat without having permission to say 
aught f^r himself. He came entitled by the consti- 
tution to a seat; he came with a title,, in itself apart 
and distinct from any act of the Bishop acknowledging 
or refusing-^a title under that clause, of the constitution 
which preremptorily assorts, ^' every Clergyman of the 
Church, resident within the state^ except such as are 
declared to be disqualified by the canons of the General 
Convention, shall, ex -officio, be a member of Conven- 
tion.'^ He had proof that he was " a Clergyman of 
the Church.'^ Not only had he for a considerable 
time previous been actually resident; the nature of 
his agency confined his future residence to the boun- 
daries of the state. He was agent for the American 
Sunday School Vmon^ for the state of Pennsylvania. 
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No proof that he was ^'disqualified by the ^sanoiui 
of die Qeneral Convention^'' was even attempted. He 
was acknowledged to be a Clergyman in goqd standing. 
The constitution then proclaimed his title to a seat. 
What had his testimonial from Bishop Kemp to do 
with the question of title? nothing whatevei^. His 
title was wholly . independent of such testimonial. 
Ttstimonial^ or no testimcmial^ he had> by the (if you 
please^ peculiar) constitution of the Diocese of Pennayl-* 
vania^a fair and full title. He was deprived of his 
rights and deprived^ I repeat^ without being allowed so 
much as the privilege of sapng that sentence ought 
not to be, pronounce4 against him. ' 

When the right of a member of congreito to his seat 
is contested^ has he no privilege of saying or doing 
aught, to explain or prevent? Sir, I know if any 
one had refused the Rev. Mr. De ^Lancey^s right, he 
would not only have spoken, but, by every aict it 
became him to put forth, have defended his claim. 

And had the Rev. brotjier who, per force, was kept 
silent by his cooler headed friends ;. had, I say, that 
Rev; brother, whose lips were locked, to his no small 
discomposure, throughout thewhole of the proceedings 
at Harrisburg, for fear he would do mischief — had, I 
repeat again, the right of that brother to a seat been 
contested, he would have spumed even Episcopal 
control : and his indignant spirit — the stronger for its 
transient durance — have sent forth a voice,' the echo of 
which would have sounded in the ears even of oiir 
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posterity: nor W0uld that brother have stopped with 
the utterance of voice. He Would have remonstrated 
tall remonilteuice had ceased to be effectual: Nay^ 
mere legal talent might have arrayed cases from legis- 
lative procedure^ proving incontestibly his right/ not 
only to speak-^^however the proof, thus far, might 
have been unwillingly produced— ^but to vote, and, 
o& tile very ^estion, as to- whether he was privileged 
to sit as one of the Con ventioii, to vote. 

The r^hts of every - Clergy man of the Protestant 
Episcopal Clmrcli, thirooghoiit these United States, are 
intimately eoiinected mth this denial of privilegeto 
Mr. Carter. ISte a Roman <rf old*— whose privilege 
an apostle plead, or like Hampden^ he is comparative- 
ly of no importance : mild^ amiable, and unobtrusive, 
we know him ijo be« Oar rights as a body, have been 
infiringed by pfme^^gs^ agdiflst Ms privilege. If ene 
mmbtr ^ufftr^-^^m you quo(£ to your Convention— a// 
the member 9 suffer with it. Therefore we plead and 
cositinue to pleid. As of old, our fathers, with Bishop 
White^ remoiistrated' against what they knew- to l>e 
breaches 6i the civil constitution, so now^ !Pennsylva- 
mansfaave plead and will continue to plead, against 
what they kneiw to be infractions of Uieir ecclesiastical 
conization. 

I doubt not^ but tlMA the Vident remarks and oppro- 
brious epithets enveloped in t^ talented paragraphs of 
your address and sermon^ and humbler sentences (^the 
New York ^f Christian^^ Journal^ found their type in 
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the words of Archbishop Laud^ Lord North, and others 
of their generation : but the whig example of Bishop 
White, and of Hampden : the remonstrances to IQngs^ 
Lords, and Comnioiis, presented by our fathers^ are 
still safe guides : Pennsyltanians may follow them, even 
to the end. They may still reidst your claim for pre- 
rogative i they may still mourn over the ' violation of 
tiieir, charter : they may still complain of your »i<w- 
ing out of your tvay ix> attack them^: th^y ttay still 
declare, they are not satisfie4 : and when, as in the 
present case, one individual, prompted by his sense of 
duty, without consulting with any one, raises his feeble 
voice to inform the general Ghtirch, they may refrain 
from condemning him. Ay, by the spirit of the Oosj|»e]^ 
and that spirit alone guided^ they may even wish him 
success in his endeavour to prove, to the satisfaction of 
all men, that the high principles disseminated by New 
York and its Bishop, are^ demonstrated by all experi- 
ence to be INCOKStSTENT WITH CHRISTIAN LIBERTY. 

The rejection of Mr. Carter's vote, was the turning 
point of every important proceeding at; Harrisburg. 
That rejection of Mr. Gartei^s vote> may therefiH^ 
well be commented upon, in every form and maimer. 
The seizure of the moment, just preceding Bishop 
White's departure from ambng us, to rivet on the 
Church, a set of principles which, he declares Jacobite^ 
and, in order to the seizure of that interesting moment, 
the trampling on the rights of the clerical membc^^ 
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of C5onvention, is no light or trifling act. I am excu- 
sable for resolving to continue to comment upon it. 

In this^ single deed — the rejection of Mr. Carter — ^is 
far more to condemn^ than in the whole array of charges 
you prefer against us. I speak now of those who did 
me the honour to make me their ag^nt in presenting 
the recent Remonstrance:— an honour I shall ever deem 
it to be. Of the successive acts of the Harrisburg 
Convention, in reference to depriving a minister of his 
privilege, you might have said with greater correct- 
ness, ^^ The scenes which have been witnessed in this 
Diocese, well might we vnsh that they ' should for ever 
pass from memory. But duty to God, to his truth, and 
to his church, forbii. I wouFd indelibly engrave them, 
and raise aloft the record, an awful beacon, to mark the 
region of wild uproar and of storms; to warn the friends 
of genuine piety against those whoy in her fairest garhj 
undwith her highest professions^ employ aris that dis- 
honour her sacred name; to admonish churchmen to 
the latest generations to shun those principles and prac- 
tices which will inevitably distract, disgrace, degrade 
their church, and, but that she is founded on the rock 
of ages, ruin her. Yes, could I send my voice into 
every part of our Zion, I would send with it the holy 
watchword — ^The Church in her faith, her ministry, 
her order, her worship, in all her great distinctive 
principles— Maintain her at all hazards. ''* 

* See your Consecration Sermon* 
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Take this one ootrage on the rights of every 
clergyman — the rejection of Mr. Carter— and there- 
with place in contrast tht particular crimes you 
charge on us. What are those crimes? ^^ The princi-« 
pies and policy of the opposing party in Pennsflvania 
are/' say you^ ^^ amalgam'ating Episcopalians with other 
denominations ; thus laying the foundation of lasting 
disoord? or o! putting to hazard some essential charac- 
teristic of our own churcb*T-the introducing into it 
doctrines or practicesf peculiar to some other denomi- 
nations of Christians— rthe encouragement of men not 
ordained to lead the devotions^ and to expound the 
Scriptures in .what are called prayer-meetings-^to 
overthrow our unrivalled Liturgy, by the introduction 
pf exte^lporaneous prayers into the public services of 
the Church — rto establish and to cherish insubordination 
to episcopal authority.'' What do you mean by amal- 
gamating Episcopalians with other denominations? Is it 
uniting in that Bible So^iety^ or that First Day or 
Sunday School Union^ of which Bishop White is^ Pre- 
sident ? These are composed of all Protestant deno- 
minations. Would you counsel us to leave our Bishop 
alone in these and similar institutions ? Do you claim 
the rights of Bishop of Pennsylvania in this also^ and 
say to us, stay away aqd have nought to do with those 
amalgamations ? Sir, great we allow yoqr to be, in ta- 
lents and management ; but we are content with Bishop 
White's counsel, and we prefer following his example, 

The practice of introducing extemporaneous prayers 
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ifito the public services of the Churchy you ako charge 
upon us. As I never^*in the course of my ministry (un« 
less memory wholly deceives me) heard but one [the 
now Bishop of North Carolina] introduce /^ extempo- 
raneous prayer into the public services of the church" 
before sermon^ I <^onclude you refer to the practice 
of a portion of the clergy to make extemporaneous 
prayer After sermpn. We certainly need not be very 
careful to answer you concerning this matter either. 
The Rev. W. A. Muhlenburg, now. of your liiocese^ 
will inform you Bishop White advised him to the use of 
extemporaneous prayer after sermon $ and, at the time 
of doing so, told iiim it had been the practice of many 
of the best Divines. The Bishop of this Diocese has 
said to me, and, doubtless, to many, that though be dis* 
liked long prayers after service — prayers which should 
go over again the. ground gone over by the Liturgy, 
he approved of a comprehend ve prayer adapted to the 
discourse. Thou^ not usually in the habit of making 
extemporaneous prayers at the period here alluded to, 
it gives me pleasure to think that my brethren who do 
thus use their Christian liberty^ to a ceMain extent at 
least, are supported by Bishop Whitens counsel. It 
may be, however, you mean chiefly such extempore 
prayers as another assistant of Bishop Whitens, 4jie Rev. 
Jackson Kemper, has not unfrequently used in lecture 
rooms, &c.* Thus far, then, there can be nothing in 

r 

* But the Rev. Jackson Kemper commits exactly those iniqui- 
ties you charge on the Remonstrants, viz 2 He goes with Bishop 
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die cnmes you charge against us^ so fraught with dan- 
ger to the Church as the rejection ^f Mr^ Carter. But 
I am anticipating. Our plea of ^^ Not guilty'' will be 
resumed and pursued at full in subsequent pages. 

Before dismissing for the -present, the charges you 
retail against us, I would fain, howi^ver, inquire what 
you mean by the terms "fo establish and to cherish 
insubordination to Episcopal authoritji.^^ Have we 
been guilty of disobeying any of the commands <tf 
Bidbop White? He is ,not in the habit of issuing com- 
mands. Do you charge u$ with r^fu^ing to render that 
canonical obedience which we promised at ordination? 
We demand the proof* . Have we not taken heed to his 
godly admonitions? If any of. us use extempore prayer,, 
after sermonr^—prayer adapted to the sermon, short and 
expressive of the truths enforced in the sermon-^wenot 
only follow his ad vice,, but example. It may be, you 
mean to say that attaching ourselves to societies of 
which he is not a member, or failing to belong to socie- 
ties of which he . is, head and patron, incontestibly 
proves a disposition on our part ^^/o establish and 
cherish insubordination to JEpiscopal authority J^ 
Now, ar, where doei^ this doctrine place yourself? 
You reply — ^^I am not subject to Bishop White's 
authority ! Though I am the active and determined 
opponent of Bishop White's Bible S^ooieties^ and 

White to the Bible Society': at this very moment he is actively 
promoting (along with the Bishop) the dangerous plan of supply- 
ing with a Bible every cottager in Pennsylvania. He is any 
thing but a High Churchman. 
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r^eady, were it in my power, to league heaven and 
eaf th against them, I am by no law placed under his 
Episcopal power/' Very true. It is wholly undenia- 
ble, that neither as senior Bishop, nor as Diocesan, has 
Bishop White any claim to your obedience. And as 
to the respect which it. becomes you to render to his 
opinions, sanctioned as they are, in reference /to Bible 
Societies ^nd to Low Church views of polity, by the 
wisdom and experience of the protestant world, there 
is no law to compel you to render that respect: you 
may even go the length of ittempting to pour in&my 
on his gray hairs, by printing and circulating Norris's 
pamphlet, or otJierwise ; — ^there. is no law, of Church at 
least, tliat can be placed in pppositicm to your wilL 
But, sir, having, conceded to you, that, you are not 
und^r* Bishop White's, ecclesiastical authority, I beg 
leave to put another question. Where does siuch a 
yie^ of your charge against Us, place your attached 
friends, the Reverend Messrs. Montgomery and De 
Lanc^y? Thejn you will acknowledge to be under 
Bishop White's jurisdiction, and if we may believe the 
quotations from the fathers with which you have &- 
voured the Church, if we may believe the idea you have, 
somewhere re-echoed as from primitive days, th^^it he 
who acts independently of his Bishop is so far from be- 
ing a good Christian, that he serveth the devil — ^what 
are we to think of those presbyters? They certainly 
do not take Bishop White's opinions as law, nor do 
t^iey pay much respect to his judgment, for neither of 
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them can be convicted of holding Bishop White's Lf>w 
Church views of ecclesiastic^ polity. ' They are high 
churchmen like yourself, and hold, I believe, all your 
notions ; or, ad the House of Bishops of the Church of 
England has denominated them, your '' conceits.^' 
They hardly dare to be seen in any other than.an^Epis^ 
copal Church, (except, perhaps, a Rcnnan Catholic.) 
They would no more tread in the steps of that venerable 
Biocesan, of whom they claim to be ^^ exclusive 
friends,^' than they would dare turn Moravians: — [the 
catholic spirit of the latter is well known ; nor is the 
love of revivals, and occasional use of extempore prayer, 
existing among that blessed people^*-btessed by the ap- 
^t>ving seal of heaveq, notwithstanding all you say 
against revivals and the spirit of prayer they so heartily 
eherisl^^unknown.] Nor are those devoted chaftipions 
of high church.^^ conceits^'-— of what Bishop White has, 
called JacobitCf and history calls Tory principles — ^re- 
markable for respect or veneration for the judgment of 
their Diocesan, in reference to those societies which cause 
the amalgamation of various denominations. Applied to, 
some time since, by ladies of a Bible Society auxiliary 
to the one of which Bishop White is President ^ to read 
a report^ they, say those ladies, both refused. The 
grounds^ of their refusal came from yourself, or, rather, 
are those which yoii patronize. Now, sir, what arc 
they ? Briefly, they are set forth in the following de- 
claration which was and is virtually made by those two 
presbyters, who are uilder the ecclesiastical authority 
of Bishop White : — 
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^ We believe that Bible Societies^ such as that of 
which Bishop White is, president^ are calculated to 
destroy the Protectant . Episcopal Church. Though 
bonn iuto the worlds and again into the Churoh by bap^- 
tism^ long; very long^ after those days of peril to the 
Churchy when Bishop White's moderation^ cat&olic 
spirit^ and union— so far as was proper — ^with all Chris- 
tiaiis^ whatever their name ; when^ m shart. Bishop 
Whitens low church views^ and low church poiicy, 
preserved^ and^ under 6^^ established^ in the affectioes 
of America^ Protestant Episcopal principles^ still we 
believe the course4ie uniformly pursued fraught with 
ruin to the Episcopal Church. W,e deny the sound- 
ness of his judgment. We impeach the correctness of 
his views. We declare ourselves, resolved never to 
imitate his example. We will not tread in his steps. 
We are afraid to accompany him to a Bible .meetings 
We look at that meetings and lo ! there are Moravians! 
and there are MethodistsKand there are Baptists! and 
there are those gargons^ Presbyterians ! ! We dare not 
go thereat even ^oogh it should be to rescue our 
Qishop. ' Alas ! alas for the Church ! we see those very 
managers of Bible Societies meeting togetheri peace- 
fully amalgamating, within the hallowed precincts of our 
Bishop's own study ! What will become of us ! ]^pis- 
copacy and Presbyterianism^ a Liturgy and extempore 
prayer, Moravians and Baptists, Calvinists and Luther- 
ans, Armenians and disciples of John <tf Scotland, qui- 
etly seated together, all engaged in sendint; the Bible 
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to every man in Pennsylvania ! Bishop White, the 
Washington of the Church, the nursing father of Episco- 
pacy, with alt the wisdom of four score years, the very 
senior Shepherd, whom ^Very younger Bishop is bound 
to venerate, all whose opinions deserve the utmost de- 
ference, our father Bishop White, permits the Bible to 
go without having the Prayer Book along with it ! con- 
sults with Presbyterians exactly as if he thought the 
Bible would not injure or destroy Episcopacy ! We 
are sure we know better than he does. We have no 
confidence in the soundness of his judgment. We de- 
liberately resolve to have nothing to do with the society 
of which he is President. Nay, we fed ourselves call- 
ed upon to discountenance, in every way, the operations 
of that society, and of all its auxiliaries.' — 

Now, sir^ this is the virtual declaration of the con- 
tinual conduct and conversation of those presbyters of 
the Diocese of Pennsylvania, who are under the eccle- 
siastical jurisdiction of the Right Rev. Bishop White. 
It may be, however, you will tell us, that belonging or 
not belonging to societies with which Bishop White is 
connected, opposing or not opposing them, or any othcgc 
acts in connection with societies, is not evixlence ^of 
guilt under the above named count. If so, wherein 
does that evidence consist ? Wherein are we guilty ? 

Horace Binney, esq.,%hen called upon to address a 
meeting of the Bible Society, manifested far greater 
respect for the j udgment of Bishop White than the dis- 
tinguished conduct of the above named presbyter^ dis- 
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playe4- Having no objection to Bible Societies, he 
placed his refusal to speak in their behalf on oth^r 
groUitdsV viz: that, in^mersed as he was in secular pur- 
suitiSvit did not become him to tak^e an active part in 
the promatioh oC religious ojbijects. But this fact leads 
me again to the narrative of the proceedings at Harris- 
burg. . 

It had been the unvarying practice of all previous 
Conventions ta aHow 'delates from Churches, not be- 
fore recognised, to embrace the earliest possible oppor- 
tunity of taking their seats, and acting with their bre- 
thren in relation to all matters about to come under 
deliberation; To keep those delegates in the lobby, or 
apart from the organised body<, was considered not only 
indecorous, but linjust: S^cardely was the inquiry 
made as to whether thoseJ who waited in the anti-cham- 
ber, and asked admission ' into the council, were pos- 
sessed of the signet of ' their Royal Master ; the only 
questioa adced was, whether the semblance of a title to 
enter existed They were recognised of course, pro- 
vided they had certificates of appointmetit, and were 
the representatives of Churchy in the J)iocese. Thus 
they were treated Willi Christian courtesy* But what 
were the proceedings at Harrisburg? Delegates from 
several new Churches asked foi* admission. They pre- 
ferred their request on the 'firtt day of the session. On 
a motion being, made with reference to a kindred sub- 
ject, the Rev* Mt. Kemper proposed that t;his motion 
should give way to the reading of the minutes of the 
3 
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Standing Committee. Those acquainted with the niode 
of proceeding in this Diocese/ know that a blank form 
of a: charter is kept for a guide to new Churches^ and that 
those congregations are required to submit the charters 
they adopt to the Standing Committee for approval. 
The object of Mr. Kemper in moving that the minutes 
of the Standing Committee should be i^ead^ was, as he' 
declared, that the Convention might ascertahi from 
those minutes which of the newly organisied congrega- 
tions, then asking to take part by their -delegates in the 
proceedings of Convention, had adopted the approved 
charter. Mr. Kemper's proposal was* a proper one, 
and, the motioii which led to his making it \ras with- 
drawn, in order that that 'proposal might be carried 
into effect. Mr. Kemper, by diirection of a vote of the 
Convention, commenced reading the ininutes of the 
Standing Committee. Before he had prodeeded fer^ 
however, it was resolved to adjourn. ^ 

The Rev. Mr; Carter's rejection, it was soon mani- 
festj was likely to produce important rei§ults. Many 
of those who, in the mo^t solemnn^nner, had pledged 
themselves not to promote the election of an Assistant 
Bishop at Harrisburg; some who had said that they 
went to Harrisburg for the express purpose of op- 
posing such election, were how called upon to pro- 
ceed. The debates which took place in their caucus were 
animated and earnest. But the arts and appeals of ill-di^ 
rected eloquence succeeded. The high church laity ('tis 
said) resolved to carry through the nomtination of the 
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ckirgy^ and sat apurt from the clergy as a distinct body: 
—they surrendered themselves to the opinions of 
others. The High Church clergy having such a trust 
devolved upon them^ proceeded, to the selection of a 
candidate. The Rev. Mr; Hppkihs was preferred — 
pt^ferred also by the laity ; he> however, was not tilken 
up ; partly because he was unwilling to vote for him- 
self> and a single vote could not be spared. The Rev, 
H. U. Onderdonk, D.D/^as then pro{>osed. This Rev. 
personage, known to yourself, and probably named by 
you, during your secret intercourse (which, though se- 
cret, was sMn to take place) with individuals, who, on^ 
their way to Harrisburg, were met by you in Lancas- 
ter:— this personage, I repeat, was comparatively a 
stranger to ahnost all the Clergy of this Diocese, with 
the exceptioQ of a few of your most intimate friends. 
They urged, entreated, besought— in defiance of Bro- 
ther Kemper's opposition, they continued to urge, be- 
seech, and entreat, until the Scarcely approved name 
was carried to the surprised • and dissatisfied laity. 
The compact^ however, was such — ^the bond of party 
union so strong-r-that this stranger, foreign^ in all his 
feelings, views, principles — ^r at least almost all of 
them — ^to Bishop White, a higher Churchman than 
yourself, violent in his opposition to Bible Socie^ 
ties— ^this, stranger, though scarcely heard of by the 
laity before, it was resolved to vote for:-— a resolu- 
tion bitterly repented of already, by at least some of 
its promoters. ^ 
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The Rev. George Sheets, eager to intpcKiuee a friend 
of yours into Pennsylvania, moved, on; Thursday morn- 
ing, to postpone the reading of the minutes of the 
Standing Committee, and to proceed forthwith to the 
election of an Assistant Bishop, 

Then came forward Horace Binney, esq. as leader, 
patron, and champion of Hi^h Clhurch principles. Had. 
he suffered with Sir Edward Coke, he> doubtless, would 
have known better. Had he smarted with Selden be-' 
neath the lash of the Star Chamber, he, perhaps, would 
have been wiser. Leaving, however, the example and 
experience of those learned men, he preferred .the 
party of the Lord Chief Justice Finch, and Attorney- 
General Noy. It is mo$t probable, that this Ajax Tela- 
mon* of High Chjurch principles, immersed as he is in 
the study of , civil law, has not leisure for examination 
into ecclesiasticaL polity. He with modesty, declined 
addressing the Bible Society, because he was not fami- 
liar with theological concerns. TJie world, he thought, 
would regard it as incongruous in him to come forward- 
as the champion of religious institutions.— I will not 
insist that his course in Harrisburg savoured too much 
of true religion.-^His femiliarity with Cok^ and Sel- 
den; however, one would have thought likely to intro- 
duce him to their knowledge of the nature of High 
Church principles. He has read Hume, and Hume 
has told him that the Low Churchmen, called, Puritans 
— such men as Burnet, Archbishop Grinds^Il, Arch* 

* Not without his Teucer. 
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bishop Abbott^ Pynn? Hampden^ Selden^ Coke^ Sir 
Matthew Hal6^ and a myriad of equal worth — that Low 
Churchmen^ alias (as they were and are called by their 
enemies in ^derision) Puritans^ were the sole authors of 
liberty. He heard^ doubtless^ from his puritanic an- 
cestors, some story of High Church proceedings. Has 
he never heard of the persecuted Elliot^ the apostle of 
the Indians? he was a Puritan. Has he never heard of 
President Chauncey ? he was, a Puritan. Has he never 
heard of Plymouth ? Has he not read some story of the 
sufferings of the pilgrims? He has forgotten^ doubt- 
less, the histories t)f American sufferings, with which 
history Laud was &miliar. Even the Ettrick She- 
pherd^s TaJe, the Brownie of Bodsb^ck, would give 
him some account of the sufferings of those who tasted 
the tender niercies of High^Churchmen. Allow the 
rudeness (must it be so called) of introducing here 
a sketch of the life of the man who, in his day, towered 
over others, the Apostle of High Church principles. It 
appears desirable that our civilians should possess great- 
er knowledge of historical facts. They hereafter, per- 
haps, may avoid the egregious blunders which some 
of them have most certainly committed. 

I introduce, therefore, a few anecdotes of Arch- 
bishop Laud. 

"Upon the Duke. of Buckingham V death, Dr. WiUiara 
Laud^ then bishop of London^ l?ecame the chief minister both 
in church and state. He was born at Reading, and educated 
in St John's college, Oxford, upon' the charitable donation of 
Mr. White, founder of Merchant Taylor's school. Here Jie 



( a» ) 

Gdntinued till be was fifty years of age, and behaved in such a 
manner, that nobody knew what to tliink of him. < I would 

< I knew/ says the pious bishop Hall in one of his letters, 

< where to find you ; to-day you are with the Romanists, td- 
^ morrow with us ; our adversaries think you ours, and we 
' theirs; your conscience finds you with both and neither: Ho\v 

* long will yog halt in this indifierency ?' Dn Abbot says, 
^ he spent his time in picking quarrels with the lectures of 
' public readers, and giving advice to the then bishop of Dur- 

< ham, that he tnight nil the ears of the king [James L] with 
^ prejudices against honest men, whom he called puritans,^ 
Heylin confesses it was thought dangerous to keep him com- 
pany% By the interest of bishop Williams, he was first ad- 
vanced to a Welsh bishopric, and from thence by degrees t<> 
the highest preferments in church and state. He was a little 
man, of a rough and quick temper, impatient of contradictioa 
oven at the council table, of arbitrary principles both in church 
iind state, always inclined to methods of severity, especially 
against the puritans ; vastly fond of external pomp and cere- 
mony in divine worship ; and though he w:as not an absolute 
papist, he was ambitious of being the sovereign patriarch of 
three kingdoms." ^ 

" The judges held their places during the king's pleasure ; 
and when the prerogative was to be stretched in any particu- 
lar instances, Laud would send for their opinions beforehand, 
to give the greater sanction to the proceeding^ of the council 
and star chamber,, by whom they were often put in mind, that 
if they did not do his majesty's business to satisfaction, they 
would be removed. Upon the whole, they were mercenary 
men, and (according to lord Clarendon) scandalous to their 
profession. 

"The courts of Westminster-hall had little to do between 
the crown and the subject ; all business of this kind being 
transferred to the Council Tabie^ the Star Chamber^ and 
the court of High Commissions'^ 

•*< The lecturers had very popular talents, and drew great 
numbers of people after them. Bishop Laud would often say, 
^ They were the most dangerous enemies to the state, because 

* by their prayers and sermons they awakened the people's 

* disafiection, and therefore must be suppressed.' 

" Good old archbishop Abbpt was of another spirit, but the 
reins were taken out of his hands. He had a good opinion of 
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the leeturersy as men who had the ppotestant religion at heart, 
and would fortify their hearers against the return of popery.'' 
" Dr. Alexander I<ieighton, a Scot^ divine, and father of the 
worthy and celebrated pi^late of that name, so highly com- 
mended by bishop Burnet in the History of his Life and 
Times, met with severe usage in the star-chamber, for ven- 
turing to write against the hierarchy of the church. This 
divine had published during the last session of parliament, an 
^Appeal to the parliament; or^ Zioh's plea against prelacy. 
wherein he speaks not only with freedom, but with very 
great rudeness and indecency against Bishops; calling them 
men of bloody and saying, that we do not read of a greater 
persecution and higher indignities done towards God's people 
in any nation than in this, since the death of Queen Eliza- 
beth. He calls the prelacy of the church anti-christian. He 
declaims vehemently against canons and ceremonies ; and 
adds, that the church has her laws for the bouse of God. H^ 
styles the queen a daughter of Heth, and concludes with say- 
ing, what pity it is that so ingenuous and tractable a king 
should he so monstrously abused by the bishops, to the undo- 
ing of himself and subjects. Now, though the warmth of 
these expressions can no ways be justified, yet let the reader 
consider whether they bear any proportion to the sentence of 
the court. The cause was tri^d June 4, 1630. The defend- 
ant, in his answer, owned the writing of the book, denying 
any ill intention ; his design being only to lay these things 
before the next parliament for their consideration. Never- 
theless, the court adjudged unanimously, that for this offence 
< the doctor should be committed to the prison of the Fleet 
for life^ and pay a fine of ten thousand pounds ; that the High 
Commission should degi*ade him from his ministry ; and that 
then he should be brought to the pillory at Westminster, 
while the court was sittings and whipt ; after whipping, be 
set upon the pillory a convenient time, and have one of his 
ears cut off, one side of his' nose slit', and be branded in the 
face \^ith a double SS. for a sower of sedition : That then he 
should be carried back to prison, and after a few days be pil- 
loried a second time in Cheapside, and be there likewise 
whipt, and have the other side of his nose slit, and his other 
ear cut off, and then be shut up in close prison for the re- 
mainder of his life.' Bishop Laud pulled off his cap while this 
merciless sentence was pronouncing, and gave God thanks 
for it! 
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*< Between passing the sentence and exeeutton, the doctor 
made his escape out of prison^ but was retaken in Bedford- 
shire, and brought back to the Fleet On Friday, Nov. 6, 
part of the sentence was executed upon him (says bi$h(^ Laud 
in his diary) after thi? manner : ^ He was severely whipt be- 
fore he was put into the pillory. 2, Being set in the pillory, 
he had one of his ears cut off. 3, One side of his nose slit 
4. Branded on the cheek with a red-hot iron with the letters 
SS. On that day seven-night, his sores upon his back, ear, 
hose, and face, being not yet cured, he was whipt again at the 
pillory in Cheapside, and had the remainder of his sentence 
executed upon him, by cutting off the other ear, slitting the 
other side of his nose, and branding the other cheek/ He was 
then carried back to prison, where he continued in close con- 
finement for ten years, till he was refeased by the long par- 
liament. The doctor was between forty and fifty years of 
ase, of a low stature, a fair complexion, and well known for 
his. learning and other abilities : but his long and close con- 
finement had so impaired his health, that when he was re- 
leased he could hardly walk, see, or hear. The sufferings of 
this learned man moved the, people's compassion ; and, I be- 
lieive, the records of the inquisition can hardly furnish an ex- 
ample of equal severity. - ^ 

<^ To make the distance between the church and the puri- 
tans still wider, and the terms of conformity more difficult, 
bishop Laud introduced sundry pompous innovations in imi- 
tation of popery, that had no foundation in the laws of the 
realm, or the' canons of the church. These were inforced 
both upon clergy and laity, with all the terrors of the high 
commission, to the ruin of. many families, and the raising 
very great disturbances in all parts of the kingdom. 

" St. Catherine Creed Church, in the city of London, hav- 
ing been lately repaired,, was suspended from all divine ser- 
vice till it. was again consecrated ; the formality of which 
being very extraordinary, may give us an idea of the super- 
stition of this prelate. On Sunday, January 16, 1630, bishop 
Laud came thither about nine in the morning, attended with 
several of the high cpmmissiion, and some civilians. At his 
approach to the west door of the church, which was shut and 
guarded by halberders, some who wei'e appointed for that 
purpose, cried with a loud voice, Op^tiy open^ye everlasting 
doorSf that the King of gloty may come in; and presently 
the doors being opened, the bishop with some doctors and 
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principal men entered. As soon as they were come within 
the place, his lordship fell dowii upon his knees, and ^ith 
leyes ifted up, and his arms spread abroad, said, ^This 
place is holy ; the ground is holy : In the name of the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost, I pronounce it holy/ Then walking 
^up the middle aisle towards the ehancel, he took up some of 
4he dust, and threw it into the air several times. When he 
approached near the rail of the communion-table, he bowed 
towards it five or six times, and returning, webt round the 
church with his attendants in processioj^ saying first the hun- 
dredth, and then the nineteenth psali^ as prescribed in the 
Roman pontificate. He then read several collects, in one of 
which he Sprays God to accept that beautiful building ;' and 
concludes thus : 'We consecrate this church, and separate it 
unto thee as holy ground, not to be profaned any more to 
common use.^ In another he prays, ' that all that should 
hereafter be buried within the circuit pf this holy and sacred 
prlaee, may rest in their sepulchres in peace, till Christ's com-^ 
ing to judgnient, and may then rise to eternal life and happi- 
ness.' After this, the bishop, sitting under cloth of state in 
the aisle of the chancel, near the communion-table, took a 
written book in his hand, and pronounced curses upon those 
who should thereafter profane that holy place by musters of 
aoldiers, or keeping profane law courts, or carrying burthens' 
through it, ai^d at the end of every curse he bowed to the east, 
and said, *Let all the people say. Amen.* When the curses 
were ended, which w^re about twenty, he pronounced a like 
number of blessings upon all who had any hand in framing 
and building of that sacred and beautiful edifice, and on those 
who had given or should hereafter give, any chalices, plate, 
ornaments, or other utensils ; and at the end of every blessing 
he bowed to the east, and said, ^Let all the people sayi Amen.* 
After this followed the sermon, and then the sacrament, which 
the bishop consecrated, and aditiinistered after the following 
manner: . * 

" As he approached the altar, he made five or six low bows, 
and coming up to the side of it, where the bread and wine 
were, covered, he bowed seven times; then, after reading 
many prayers, he came near the bread, and gently lifting up 
the corner of the napkin, beheld it, and immediately letting 
fall the napkin, retreated hastily a step or two, and made three 
Jow obeisances. His lordship then advanced, and having un- 
covered the, bread, bowed three times as before ; then laid hia 
4 . ■ . - , 
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hand on the cup> which was full of wine, with a cover apoa 
it, which having let go, he stepped back, and bowed thr^ 
times towards it ; then came near again, and lifting up the co* 
ver of the cup, looked into it, and seeing the wine, he let fall 
the cover again, retired back, and bowed a% before. Aft€«r 
which the elements were consecrated, and the bishop, having 
first received, gave it to some principal men in their surplices^ 
hoods and tippets ; towards the conclusion, many prayers be* 
ing said, the solemnity of the conseeration ended. 

*<He consecrated J^. Giles' church in the same ouumer, 
which had been repsfl|d, and p^t of it new builti in his pre- 
decessor bishop Mountain's time. Divine serviee had been 
performed^ and the sacrament administered in it fer thte^ 09 
four years since that time without es:oepti.pn ) but as soon aa 
Laud was advanced to tlie bishopric of Ijondon, he interdict^ 
ed the church, and prohibited divine serviee therein, till it 
should be reconsecrated, which is more than even the canon 
law requires. Sundry other chapels and churches, which h^d 
been built long since, were, by the bishop^s direction, likewisei 
shut up till they were consecrated in this manner : as Imma* 
nuel chapel in Cambridge, built 1584, Sidney cojilege chapel^ 
built 1596, and several others." . 

*^ Henry Sherfield, Esq. a bencher of LincolnVina, and 
recorder of the city of Sarum, was tried in the star-chamber. 
May 20th, 1632, fpr taking down some painted glass out ol 
one of tbe windows of St. Edmund's church in Salisbury, ia 
which were seven- pictures of God tbe Father in form of a 
little old man in a blue and red coat, with a pouoh by his 
side : One represents him creating the sun and moon with a 
pair of compasses, others as tvorking on the business of th^ 
six days creation,' and at last he sits in an elbow chair at rest. 
Many simple people, at their going in and out of church, did! 
reverence to this window (as they'said) because the Lord their 
God was there. This gave such offence to the recorder, wba 
was also a justice of peace, that he moved the parish at vestry 
for leave to take it down, and set up a new window of white 
glass in the place, which w^s accordingly granted, six justices 
of the peace being present Some time after Mr. Sherfield 
broke with his staff the pictures of God the Father, in order 
to new glaze the window ; an account of which being trans*^ 
mitted to London, an information was exhibited against hini 
in ^e star*chamber, Feb. 8, 163!^-3. The inforlnation sets 
forth, ^ that being evil affected to the discipline of tbe church, 
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he, with certaih confederates, without consent of the htshdps, 
had defaced and pulled down a fair and costly window in the 
church, containing the history of the creation, which had stood 
there' some hundred years, and was a great ornament to it; 
which profane act might give encouragement to other schis- 
matical persons to commit the like outrages/' 

"Mr. Sherfield in his defence says, .that the church of SL 
Edmund's was a lay fee^ and exempted from the jurisdiction 
of the bishop of the diocese ; that the defendant, with the rest 
of the parishioners, had lawful power to take down the glass \ 
and that it was agreed by a vestry that the glass should be 
changed, and the window made new; and that accordingly he 
took down a quarry or two in a quiet and peaceful manner ; 
but he avers that the true history of the creation was not con- 
tained in that window, but a false and impious one : God the 
Father was painted like an old man with a blue coat, and a 
pair of compasses, to signify his cotin passing the heavens and 
earth. In the fourth day's work there were ftwls of the air 
flying up from God their maker, which should have bee.n the 
fifth day. In the fifth day's Work a naked man is laying upon 
the earth asleep, with so much of a naked woman as from the 
knees upward growing out of his side, which should havd 
bee& the sixth day ; so that the history is ialse. 
• *< Further, this defendant holds it to be impious, to make 
: an image or picture of Ood the Father, which he undertakes 
to prove from scripture, from canons and councils, from thei 
maadates and decrees of sundry emperors, from the opinions 
of ancient doctors of the church, and of our most judicious di- 
vines since the reformation. He adds, that his belief is agree* 
able to the doctrine of the chu«ch of England, and to the ho- 
milies, which say, that pictures of God are monuments of su- 
perstition, and ought to be destroyed ; and to queen Elizabeth's 
injunctions, which command, that all pictures and monuments 
o^ idolatry should be removed out of churches, that no memor 
ry of them might remain in walls, glass wiiidows or else- 
where : which injunction is confirmed by the canotis of the 
13th of Elizabeth. Mr. Sherfield concludes his defence with 
denying, that he was disaffected to the discipline of the church 
of England, or had encouraged any to oppose the government 
of it under the reverend bishops. 

" Though it i* hard to make a tolerable reply to this de- . 
fence, yet bishop Laud stood up and spake in excuse of the 
painter, saying, God the Father was called in scripture the 
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ancient ofda^; adding, however^ that fcMr hb pwti pti^he did 
not so well approve of pictures of things invisible f but be the 
paintings better or worse he insisted strongly, that Mr. Sher- . 
field had taken them down in contempt of the episcopal au- 
thority, for which he moved, that he might be fined a thou- 
sand pounds, and removed from his recordership of the city 
of Sarum ; that he be committed close prisoner to the Fleet 
till he pay his fine, and then be bound to his good behaviour.. 
To all which the court agreed, except to tlie fine, which was 
mitigated to five hundred pounds. 

"The Rev. Mr. John Workman, lecturer of St Stephen's 
church, Gloucester, in one of his sermons, asserted, that pic* 
tures or images were no ornaments to churches ; that it was 
unlawful to set up images of Christ or saints, in our houses, 
because it tended to idolatry, according to the homily. For 
which he was suspended. by the high commission, excommu- 
nicated, and obliged to an open recantation in the court at 
Lambeth, in Ijjfe cathedral of Gloucester, and in the church of ' 
,St. Michael's; he was also condemned in costs of suit and im- 
prisoned. Mr. Workman was a man of great piety, wisdom, 
and moderation, and had served the church ot St. Stephen's 
fifteen years; in consideration whereof, and of his numerous 
family, the city of Gloucester had given him an annuity of 
twenty pounds per annum^ under their common seal, a little 
before his troubles; but forjthis act of charity, the mayor, town- 
clerk, and several of the. aldermen, were cited before the high 
commission, and put to one hundred pounds charges, and the 
annuity was cancelled. After this Mr. Workman set up a 
little school, of which archbishop Laud being informed, inhi-. 
bited him, as he would answer the contrary at his peril. He 
then fell upon the practice of physic, which the archbishop 
likewise absolutely forbid ; so that being deprived of all me- . 
thods of subsistence, he fell into a melancholy disorder and 
died. . " 

«( Our bishop was no less watchful over the press than the 
pulpit, commanding his chaplains to expunge out of all books 
that came to be licensed, such passages as disallowed of paint- 
ings, carvings, drawings, gildings; erecting, bowing, or pray- 
ing before images and pictures; as appeared by the evidence 
of Dr. Fealty and others at his trial. ^ 

^ This great prelate would have stretched out his arm, not 
only against the puritans in England, but even to reach the 
factories beyond sea, had it been in his power." 
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<< The arehbisho^^s antipathyto Calvinism^ and zeal fot* the 
externa] beauty of the church, carried him to some very im- 
pradent and unjustifiable extremes; for if the puritans were 
too -strict in keeping holy the sabbath^ his grace was too 
lax in his indulgence, by encouraging revds> may-games, and 
sports, on that sacred day. * 

"Complaint having been made to the lord chief-justice 
Richardson, and baron Denham, in their Western circuit, of 
'great inconveniences arising from revels^ church-ales^ and 
clerk-aleSi on the Lord's-^day, the two judges made an order 
at the assizes for suppressing them, and appointed the clerk 
to leave copies of the order with every parish minister, who 
was to give a note under his hand to publish it in his church 
yearly, the first Sunday in February^ and the two Sundays 

^ before Easter* Upon the return of the circuit the judges 
required an account of the execution of their orders and pun- 
ished some persons for the breach of it ; whereupon the arch- 
bishop complained to the king of their invading the episcopal 
jurisdiction, and prevailed with his majesty to summons 
them before the council. When they appeared, Richardscm 
pleaded that the order was made at the request of the jus- 
tices of the peace, and with the unanimous consent of the 
whole bench, and justified it from the following precedents: 
Sept. 10, Eliz. ' dSth, the justices assembled at Bridgwater 
ordered, thatno.irAt^rcA-afe,cfer^-a/«,or bid-ale, be suffered; 
signed by Popham, lord chief justice and ten others. The 
Sfame order was repeated 1599, and 41st of JS/tz. and again 
at Exeter y 1615, and 13th of Jac. and eved in the present 
king's reign, 1627, with an order for the minister of every 
parish church to publish it yearly. But notwithstanding all 
the chief justice could allege, he received a sharp reprimand, 
and a peremptory injunction to rpvoke his order at the next 
assizes ; which he did in such a manner as lost him his credit 
at court for the future ; for he then declared to the justices, 
<< that he thought he had done God, the king, and his coun- 
try good service, by that good order that he and his brother 

. Denbam had made, for suppressing unruly wakes and revels^ 
but that it had been misreported to bis majesty, who had ex- 
pressly chained him to reverse it; accordingly (says he) I 
do, as much as in me lies, reverse it, declaring the sanie to 

^ be null and void, and that all persons may use their recrea- 
tions at such meetings as before/' This reprimand and in- 
junetipn almost broke the judge's heart, for when he came 
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oQt of the coQnoil*chambery he told the earl of Dorset with 
tears in his eyes, that he had been miserably shaken by 
the archbishop, and wa^ like to be choked with his lawn^ 
sleeves. 

<< Laud haying thus humbled the judge, and recovered his 
episcopal authority from neglect, took the affair into his own 
haiid, and wrote to the bishop of Bath add Wells, October 
4th, 1633, for fuller information* In his letter he takes no- 
tice that there had been of late some noise in Somersetshire 
about the wakes ; that the judges had prohibited them under 
pretence of some disorders, by which argument (says he) 
any thiog that ^i abused may be auite taken away ; but that 
his majesty was displeased with Richardson's behaviour at the 
two last assizes, and especially the last; being of opinion, 
that the feasts ought to be kept for the recreation of the 
pe6pie, of which he would not have them debarred under any 
frivoloas pretences, to the gratifying of the humourists, who 
were very numerous in those parts, and united in crying 
down the feasts; his grace, therefore, requires the bishop 
to give him a speedy account how these feasts had been . 
ordered.'* 

<< To aggrandize the church y^t further, the arbhbishop re* 
solved to bring part of the business of Westniinster-hall into 
the ecclesiastical courts. The civilians had bolclly and un*- 
warrantably opposed and protested against prohibitions, and 
other proceedings at hw, in restraint of their spiritual courts, 
and had procured some privileges and orders from the king 
in favour of the ecclesiastical courts, which had greatly offend- 
ed the gentleman of the law. But the archbishop now went 
a step further, and prevailed with the king to direct that half 
the masters in chancery should always be civil lawyers ; and 
to declare that no others, of what condition soever, should 
serve him as masters of request: These were more akin to 
the church than the common lawyers; their places being in 
the bishop's disposal, (as chancellors, conoimissaries, &c.) and 
therefore it was supposed their persons would be so too ; but , 

this was false policy, (says the noble historian^ because it dis- 1 

gusted a whole learned profisssion, vA\o were more ctapable of 
disserving the church in their estates, inheritances, and stew- 
ardships, than the church could hurt them in their practice. 
Besides, it was wrong in itself, for I have never yet spoken 
with one clergynian (says his lordship) who hath had experi- 
ence of both litigations, that has not ingenuously confessed, 
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that he had rather, in respect of his trouble^ charge^ ai;id satis, 
faction to his understanding, have three suits depending in 
Westmicster-hal)^ than one in the arches^ or any ecclesiasti* 
cal court. 

<^ As a farther step towards the sovereign power of the 
ohurch, his grace prevailed with the king to allow the bishops 
to hold their ecclesiastical courts in their own name^> and by 
their own seals, without the king's letliers patent under the 

, gr^at seal ; the judges having given it as their opinion, that a 
patent under the great seal was not necessary for ea;amina- 
tions, suspensions, and other church censures. This was un- 
doubtedly contrary t0 law, for by the statute 1 Edw. cap. 2, 
it is declared, < that all ecclesiastical jurisdiction is immedi- 
ately from the crown ^ and that all persons exercising such 
jurisdietioii, shall have in their seals the king's arms, and 
shall use ho other seal of jurisdiction on pain of imprispn- 
ment' This statute being repealed 1 Mari%, cap. 2, was 
again revived by 1 Jac« cap. 25y as has been observed. Here- 
upon, in the parliaments of the 3d and 7th qf king James L 
the bishops were proceeded against, and two of them in man- • 
ner attained in a ptmmunire by the house of commons, for 
making oitations and processes in their own names, and using 
their own seals, contrary to this statute, and to the common 
law, and in derogation of the prerogative. So that by this 
coneession, the king dispensed with the laws, and yielded 
away the ancient and undoubted right of his crown; and the 
4>ishops were brought under 9i praemunire^ for exercising spi- 
ritual jurisdiction without ^ny special commission, patent, or 
grant, from, by, or under his majesty ; whereas all jurisdic- 
tion of this kind ought to have been exercised in the king's 
name, and by virtue of hjis authority only, signified by letters 

V patent under his, nl'ajeaty's seal. 

"The archfaishi^ was no less intent upon enlarging his 
own jurisdiction, claiming a right to visit the two universities 

jure metrcpoliiieOp which beiu^ referred to the king and 
council, his majesty was pleased to give judgment against 
himself. As chancellor of Oxford^ his grace caused a new 
body of statutes to be drawn up for that university, with % 
preface, in which are some severe reflections on good king . 
Edward and his government; it says, that < the discipline of 
the university was discomposed, and troubled by ths^t king^« 
injunctipns, and the flattering novelty of the age.' It, then 
commends the reign of his sister tiie. bloody, queen Maryland 
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sayst ^ that the drsciplioe of the church revived ahd flourished 
again in her days, under cardinal Pool, when by the much- 
desired felicity of those times an inbred candor supplied the 
defect of statutes.' Was this spoken like a protestaut pre- 
late, whose predectessors in the sees of London and Canterbury 
were burnt at Oxford by queen Mary, in a most barbarous 
manner'? Or rather like one, who was aiming at the return 
of those happy times.*'' 

Now your ecclesiastical principles were the ecclesi- 
astical principles of Laud. They were in him united 
with a belief in the divine right of kings, (as well as of 
bishops) — he was an upholder of thcJ doctrines of pas- 
sive obedience and non-resistance, and all the other no- 
tions so delightful to prerogative; and, unfortunately 
for Charles I, he had full swa^ : — ^acted as the soul of 
the star-chamber and high commission court, wielding 
the sword of civil authority until his own head fell. On 
the other hand, yours is no civil power. However you 
may counsel, or yourself use ecclesiastical authority, 
you can neither dismiss from your courts to the pillory 
nor the " Fleet/' The weapons of your warfare, thanks^ 
to the God of mercy, — whose blessing on the descendants 
of those who fled from High Churchmen to America, es- 
tablished the Constitution of these IJnkpd States — ^the 
weapons of your warfare iall very far short of Laud's. 
The charge of forgery, or of falsehood, or of want of 
attachment to Episcopacy, you may bring : You have 
it in your power to drive Dr. Milno^and men of similar 
spirit away from your public official addresses, by op- 
probrious language : You may still be told by the pray- 
ing Presbyter, " Sir, my feelings are so outraged by 
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; 

your unfounded attacks, I will not attend* your public 
addresses f ' This is not so severe to him who is perse- 
cuted as were the agonies of Alexander Leighton. You 
may continue — in Christ Church pulpit — before bishop 
White continue — to insinuate that Episcopal friends of 
Bible Societies violate their. ordination vows: — all this 

I 

is easier to be borne than paying 10,000 pounds, or 
being imprisoned for life. I repeat, you are unarmed 
by the civil power: are not your notions, however, 
dangerous? ' 

Because our ears are safe, and you cannot touch any 
thing more than our characters, are we, therefore, to 
be content ? 

We owe a high duty to the souls of the people, and 
we are bound to oppose your principles, even though 
you have not a king's supremacy to back you. Laud 
would have had a fine field for his active spirit, in en- 
deavouring to plant bishops in the west, and bishops in 
the south, and in the middle states, and a bishop in the 
east, of America ; even though he had been unsupport- 

* ed by the civil power. And if Laud were here exerting 

himself, we might well oppose him through dread of Jiis 
principles. As you hold His ecclesiastical principles — 
whether you have his spirit or not — we may well mourn 
over the ruinous character of your influence. Well 

f may we cry out against an archbishop in fact — ^whose 

really galUng yoke is spurned by even the very highest 
in the land— even though w^e have not an archbishop 
in name. . 

5 . ^ • . 



( 34 ) 

( 
1 

, Thus much for the information of H, Binncy, Esq. — 
He^ let me tell you^ stood forth a £aithful champion of 
High principles^ at the convention of Harrisbui^. He 
exhibited eloquence worthy a better :cause: and ha^ 
thfe same been exerted in the days of the Star Chamber, 
its possessor would have been deemed worthy an office 
equal, perhaps, to that of Lord Chief Jiistice* 

The rhetoric of this patron of the ecclesiastical prin- 
ciples of Laud, was powerfully directed against the de- 
legates from new churches. Another had given public 
intimation that one of th^ new churches applying for 
admission was, perhaps, a stable — [in what kind of i^ 
bailding was the Redeemer bom?] — Mr. Binney's 
grand argument was that the disturbing question of who 
should be assistant bishop must first be settled : in other 
words, that the business of electi(m must be gone into 
before all the voters were admitted to the seats. 

Another of his arguments, in wh^ch he was singularly 
unfortunate, was that though some of the churches ask- 

« 

ing seats for their delegates had been fofty years in be- 
ing, they deserved no attention, because th^y hfid not 
come forward before. 

% the state convention more important in character, 
than the general convention? It so happens that at least 
one of the churches against th^ admission of whose re- 
presentation Mr.Binney fought, is recognised as a com- 
ponent part of the diotese of Pennsylvaniaj by, the 
journal of the General Conventionj a^ far hack as the 
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if ear 1808,* On the same journal, the church which 
was called a stable, stands enrolled as Immanuel 
Church. From this church, however, no representa- 
tion appeared at Harrisburg. 

My narrative details events of so much importance 
to the Church, that I am excusable for extending it to 
considerable length. The Hartford* Convention is 
scarcely more famous in the political world? than the 
Harrisburg will be in the ecclesiastical. There are no 
days, on which the eyes of Pennsylvania Churchmen 
will be more earnestly fixed, than the 8th, 9th, and 
10th of May, 1827. The circumstances that trans- 
pired during* those days, will be dwelt upon by the 
fireside, and spoken of at the church door, for many 
years to cotoe. Gsirrulous old age will, in future time, 
tell of the triumph of power over right ; the disfran^ 
chising of a clergyman, and the treating with ignominy 
the delegates, of ancient and respectable churches. 
The historian will look back upon the brief period in 
which Laud's principles bore sway, and contrast that 
period with the true Episcopal principles, then raised 
from the grave of Bishop White. 

The Rev. Mr. Sheets' notorious motion to suspend 
the reading of the minutes of the Standing Committee^ 
and thus shut out from participating in the election of 
Assistant Bishop twenty delegates^ (or thereabouts), 
having prevailed, Mr. Binney's plan for listening high 

* »See list of Clergyin^—- Journal for 1808. 
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Church priociples^ Upon Pennsylvania* seemed on the 
eve of triumph. Then an eflTort was make to save the 
church from future distractions. 
y The Rev. Mr. Meade tvaiS our candidate ; the Rev. 
Mr. Hopkins we well know was the favourite of the 
high Church laity. The R^v. Mr. Meade had our 
unanimous vot^ during our unofficial deliberations at 
Harrishurg. It was the resolution of us all to continue, 
to him that support^ which the vote of the Special 
Convention had alreadv commenced. We were fond 
of our candidate, and, as a united body, desired no 
other. But, though the Rev: Mr, Meade was fairly 
nominated at the Special Convention, and that nomi- 
nation committed to the Convention at Harrisburg, we 
were informed by speech, as well as action* that it was 
the settled determination of High Churchmen to take 
no notice of that nomination whatever. It was still our 
wish' to obtain Mr. Meade, even though by going'into 
a new nomination. The effort to obtain him, (if we were 
driven to a new nomination,) we resolved should not 
be wanting on our part. The resolve was a hopeless 
one, when the disposition of those opposed to us dis- 



* Since the Convention I have been informed that the Right 
,Bev« John Stark Raveinscroft, D. D. waited on some of our 
)egal gentlemen in the city, and e^meBtly besought them to in- 
terpose, and establish high principles — the principles of Bancroft 
and Laud, I meaD,—4n Pennsylvania. He thought, doubtless, 
thos^ principle sound, though, in his expositions of them, he un-^ 
hesitatingly gives all, but Episcopalians, to the uncoveQante4 

m^rci^^ of Qod, 
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played itself. Still we had a &int expectation of suc- 
cess in our attempts to restore peace to the Church, 
We hoped there was desire enough for peace among 
those opposed to us^ to listen to some reasonable propo- 
sition. Though in the pride of what we esteemed an 
ill-gotten victory, they, we trusted, had some wish to 
deliver the diocese from future contentions. We saw, 
among those opposed to us, many men we esteemed; 
even clergymen of decidedly low Church principles : 
yre know at least some were ignorantly led by your 
admirers, and we hoped an appeal to their sense bf 
right, and fondness for orderly quietness, might de- 
liver Pennsylvaiua out of your hands. 

It was my lot to suggest, in private conversation with 
several of my clerical brethren, that one offer at least 
should be made in the body of the Convention, which 
in itself would be sufficient, (provided it should prove 
successful,) to settle the Church in permanent peace. 
The offer was sanctioned in its full extent by a number 
of my brethren. It is given here in the words as nearly 
as they can be recollected, in. which it was stated by 
me in convention, immediately after the resolution of 
Mr. Sheets had passed. — ^^ It is manifest, Mr, Presi- 
dent, from the vote just taken, that an election for as- 
sistant Bishop will now be gone, into, and a person de- 
clared chosen by a majority of one clerical vote. Now 
sir, I beg leave to say this will produce a state of things 
much to be deprecated. I am satisfied, an union could 
be effected sufficient to give to some one a large majority 
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cf votes. I know there are men among those to whom oui' 
brethren opposed to u» are attached> who are far pre- 
ferable to us than others of their friends. If any oppor* 
iunitycan be afforded us, we will unite with them in the 
choice of some one of their candidates. We c^^tainly 
pfreferanotherindi vidual, but, for the good of the Church 
we will surrender our chedce and take one that they will 
gire us, provided we may unite with them in his selec- 
tiott. We do not celhtainly know i;^^ho is their candidate, 
— [rio nomination was permitted inionvention] — letan 
ddjoummeift take place loi^ enough foi* Us to have a con- 
ference with our brethren, and t doubt qot such a result 
wffl take place as shaO secure peace to the Church in 
future. How much mwe pleasant too, sir, to any one 
who may come arbong us as Bishop, to know that he had 
the sttflRrages of forty or more of the clerical voters. 
How much more desirable to him and the Church, than 
to be declared nominated by a majority of oue.^^ 

I do not pretend to give any more than the substance 
of my remarks on that occasion ; but, as will be seen, 
an offer Wc^s made by those whom you hold up to 
scorn, to utHte in some moderate man as the can- 
didate. Dr. Turner would have been voted for by 
€is. Several whose namea might be mentioned, would 
not have been whi^y rejected on such an occa- 
sion of compromi^. The offer> t repeat, ^^ made 
after its having been authorised by several of the frieiids 
ef Mr. Meade. The only answer returned to this was 
a few words froiH H*. Binney, Esq. viz: "I hope, sir^ 
Uhe election will prpceed.^^ 
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Na notice of this offer appears on the Jourmtl of the 
Convention^ beoause^ resisted as it was at the iisstaat^ »0 
resolution was presented in connection, with it. 

Here, sir, I might moitm o^er the high spirit of par- 
ty leaguing and banding together a body of men under 
the direction of the wisdom of this world. I might 
mourn at the direction of a body of clergymen being 
given to tiiose confessedly ignorant of High ChuicU 
principles. But I do not moul'n : No, ^r, I rejoice 
that the Hig^ Churoh spirit has had a &ir opportunity 
of displaying it3 character within full view of the yeo- 
manry of Pennsylvania; I rcjpice tiuA vi die ca^toi of 
this free state, in the pi^esence ot sound thinking men 
from all parts of the land^^ aniB^hibition has been given 
of the spirit of High Churchism« Sir, it was the prehide 
to your Russian winter — ^it has opened the eyes of the 
people of this land. It has done more for the establish- 
ment and support of Bishop White's Low Church prin- 
ciples as exhibited in his writings, than the ftiends of 
Mr. Meade could have done in all their liv^. It has 
convinced many of the voters for \ke Rev. H. U. On- 
derdonk D. D., themselves that it is hazardous to put 
their liberties in the power of your peculiar friends.— 
One of the clerical voters for Dr. Onderdonk said to 
the Rev^ R. D. Hall, when he urged upon him the im- 
portance df-^n adjournment for a short time, for the pur- 
pose of effecting an union in the said candidate, ^^Sir, I 

AM TIED HAND AND FOOT, AND iJf THE WATES, AND CAN- 
NOT MOVE AT ALii WITH HONOUR.^^ A pledge bad bees 
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given to carry through a certain candidate^ an extrava- 
gant devotee of your principles, and this pledge was to 
be redeemed at *^ «// hazards.^^ The pledge was re- 
deemed* The vote was given according to the caucus 
promise, and now look at the consequences. 

An attempt to obtain an opportunity of eflfecting a 
compromiise was made by the Rev. G. W. Ridgley. 
The Rev. G. W. Ridgley proposed that the conven- 
tion should adjourn until 3 o'clock/ The sole object 
of his proposal was that there might be an union in some 
one candidate ; that the person to be elected assistant 
Bishop might receive forty or fifty clerical votes and 
eome into the diocese welcomed by all the clergy fthe 
laity are not here spoken^of-^^particularly because the 
nomination of the clergy was in all cases a pre-requisite]; 
the friends of Mr. Ridgley, and Mr. R. himself, were 
ready to sacrifice their partiality to an individual, pro* 
vided they mi^t be permitted to unite in the selection 
of a candidate for whom they could entertain respect. 
They had conscientiously chosen Mr Meade, but they 
were far from entertaining the opinion that Mr. Meade 
was the only man fit for the office of Bishop. The pro- 
posal of Mr. R. to adjourn till 3 o'clock was rejected — 
although the reasons for making it were stated in full to 
the Convention by^ morie than one speaker. 

It was now understood, Sir, that a candidal^ had been 
selected by the High Churchmen, than whom perhaps no 
individual in the Church could have been named, who 
was more obnoxious to the friends of Bishop White's 
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Low Church priaciples. The individual alluded to 
had not ^* a good report of them that are without. ^^ His 
conduct had been such during even a very short time 
previous, that the voice of christian society was not ge- 
neraHy in his favour where he was best known. His sins 
before he was a clergyman, should, like yours before 
you Were a. Bishop, be entirely forgbtten, if his spirit 
were changed* . The uniform spirit, and tempeV, and 
language of that man, however, Sir, were any thing biit 
what became a minister of Jesus. And he who heard 
his charge of blasphemy against those who differed a lit- 
tle from him in opinion, his uniformly uncharitable lan- 
guage concerning a large portion of his brethren in the 
ministry, his declaration that he could not take up a 
Missionary Magazine of the present day without dis- 
gust j because, though it gave an account of the triumphs 
of the cross throughout the world, it did not state that 
all the active Christians of the age were Episcopal 
in their church polity, tould not but remember, how- 
ever unwillingly J that his conduct a short time before 
his ordination to the ministry was such— his inhuman 
treatment of defenders of their country who were 
placed under his charge during the war of '14, was said 
to be so ^^outrageous,'' that it was matter of astonishment 
to some who best knew him that he was admitted to 
the ministry of a Gospel of Mercy: — 

The Rev. Mr. Ridglpy's proposal for an adjourn- 
ment till 3 o'clock, having been rejected, a proposition 
was submitted, (by I think, J. Depui, of Harrisburg) to 
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adjourn till 1^ o'clock.. Half an hour's respite was 
earnestly sought. The object for adjourning for half an 
hour was the same as that already stated— ^-effecting a 
union in $Qme oae candidate ;— establishing the peace 
of the Church on a firm foundation. The proposal to 
adjourn for half an hour wa^ rejected or declared to be 
out of order; on the ground of a resolution having been 
passed to proceed forthwith to an election. The Rev. 
Mr. De Lancey^ in a communication contained in the 
Philadelphia Recorder^ May 26th; 1827^ confesses that 
a f^ motion to adjourn till 12 o'clock, was pronounced 
out of order.'' This precious Confession is iji the face 
of all parliamentary rule. The conve^tion of Pennsyl- 
vania itself; .by its uniform practice and laws, had hith- 
erto declared; ^^ a motion to adjourn is always in or- 
der," The Rev. Mr. De Lancey further states in the 
same communication; that Mr. Depui did not make 
another motion to adjourn generally. The Rev. Mr. D. 
is here contradicted not only by Mr. Depui himself; but 
by. many others; who state that that other motion was 
made by Mr. Depui— that Mr. Depui did move to ad- 
journ sine (iie. The Rev. Mr. D's confessiofi; how- 
ever; that Mr* Depui'smotion to adjourn till 12 o'clock 
was out of order; of itself proclaims that the regulations 
of Convention were violated^ inasmuch as those regula- 
tiops declare that ^^ a motion to adjourn is always in or- 
der." The communication referred to, with the answer 
to it; will; if there be room, be placed in the Appendix 
to this Letter. If not; see Recorder. 
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The Rev. Mr. De Lancey offers certain remarks in 
the s^me commnnicatibn^ with reference to a motion to 
reconsider which was presented by J. Depui, Esq. The 
Rev. Mr. D. has here again made a grand mistake. 
Doubtless he intended to state- the truth, but, with all 
his intentions, he has failed to tell the whole truth, and 
has therefore exposed his readers tp the reception of an 
-erroneous statement. As the Rev. Mr. D.^ in signing 
the communication inthe Philadelphia Recorder above 
referred to, clothes himself in the official character 
which, during its sitting, the Convention gave him, it is 
the more important to correct his error* 

J. Depui/ Esq. moved to reconsider Mr. Sheets^ 
motion to postpone the ireading of the minutes of the 
Standing Committee, and proceed fbrthwith to the elec- 
tion of an assistant Bishop. The Rev. Mr. D. says, 
Mr. Depui's motion to reconsider was out oif "order, 
because it" was seconded by a person (Mr. Isler,) who 
had voted with the majority on only one branch of Mr. 
Sheets' resolution. Now the fact is> Mr. Isler was not 
the only person that seconded Mr. Depui. CoL Crom- 
well Pierce-^thesame who was second in command to 
Gen. Pike at the taking pf York, and on the death of 
Pike led the victorious troopis^ to the seizure of that for- 
tress—Col. C. Pierce, a most respectable Pennsylvania 
farmer,* who, whatever High. Churchmen may think 
of him, deserves well of his country, also seconded Mr. 
Depui, and with the most complete right to do so. The 

* Now a Judgc^ 



»• /■ 



( 44 ) 

statement of the Rev. Mr. D. is therefore , essentially 
erroneous^ and the motion to reconsider was strictly in 
order^ although (^ciatty declared to be 4)ut of order. 

Along with your pupil^the Rev. Mr. D.^ others may 
inquire' why there was no vote of the house taken to set 
aside this mistaken decision. Sir^ we had been told by 
acts as well as words^ that members of that hoiise were 
so pledged to a certain course^ that| to use the language 
of a certain one of thepi^ ^^/^ey felt themselves bound 
hand and foot/' and unable to yield to the most power* 
ful motives for a change of purpose. — ' 

I have now laid before you part of those secret 
springs which- regulated the certainly astonishing con- 
duct of those who were the majority of laymen at Har-^ 
risburg. Well . acquainted with many; of those men^ 
aware of the integrity of character found in their com* 
pany^ knowing the respectability and honesty of seve- 
ral whom I could name^ I am called upon to mention 
the additional res^sons of their strange and^ by some of 
them^ deeply regretted course. It had been said; both 
by private and public speech, that the election of Mr. 
Meade would ^^ bring dowii Bi3hop White's gray hairs 
with sorrow to the grave.'' I heard this^ said my self^ 
and so did many others. I know also^ and others know 
yft\\^ that Mr, Meade's friends were industriously re- 
presented to be the enemies of Bishop White. A num- 
her of the active voters for Dr. Onderdonk affixed 
their names to a circular, and sent it forth to manv of 
the leading members of the .Church in many parts of 
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the country several weeks before the sitting of the Con- 
vention. Ut. Mont^mery Bnd others^ the. signers of 
that circular, reppesentedJu it that the voters for Mr, 
Meade, (not naming them, but so alluding to them that 
every body knew who Were meant> ) were Cal vinists, 
Me&odists,' impugjners (if the Liturgy, enemies to or- 
der, and that some of them designed the destruction of 
the Church. You have copied part of that circular, in 
an address to your Cbpvention, you are therefore no 
stranger to itssi contents. Now, sir, ^ere the War- 
dens and Vestrymen, And others who received this 
bircular in manuscript, under an injunction, at least to 
some of them, to keep it carrfully from the sight of the 
Mtods of Mr. Meade^— were I say those Wardens, <S:c. 
to receive the assertibns of Horace. Binney,^ Esq., J. J. 
Ingerjsoll, Esq., Rev. W. Hp De Lancey, "Secretary of 
Convention,^^ as true? or were they not? As they con- 
fided in those men, they believed their assertions. 
Sometime during the devotional exercises _ of Passion 
Weehj the same Wardens, Vestrymen, &c. received 
the pamphlet, (the mis-statements of which I purpose 
attempting to enumerate when my nafrative is bom- 
pleted,) signed " Plain Trutb.'^ This pamphlet, with 
a cunning iequal to that of Michiavel^ wielded against 
the devoted Evangelicals the most powerful weapon to 
be found by High Churchmen. ^It represented the 
friends of the Rev.Mr. Meade as the enemies of Bishop 
White. High Churchmen cunningly wrote the namb, 
style and title—" Rt.Rev. Wm. White, DD. presiding 
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bishops Father of the Church P^ — ^in emblazoned cha- 
racters on their banner. They cried aloUd with a voice 
which sounded o'er all the distant mountains^ and echoed 
along the waters of the Susquehannah — [The SusqUe- 
hannah rises in your State]— ^^^ Bishop White is assail- 
ed ! — ^Ho, to the rescue V^ The appeal was heard ; and, 
as of old the American soldiery would have ran to the 
delivery of Washington the mon>ent an alarnx was sound- 
ed, without stopping to ask whether he was in any dan- 
ger y members of the Church Came to vote as they were 
^UL would be grateful to Bishop White. The. merits 
of the controversy they knew not. ''- The difference be- 
tween' High and Low Churchmen they did not under- 
stand. They' heard Evangelicals were men uyAi> turned 
the world upside down.-^^yfe hear this Boyd— or Be- 
dell, (as the case might be,) is a pestilent fellow 9 and a 
mover of sedition — drtngkader of a seet^-revery where 
spoken against — u^ho also hath gone about to profane, 
the Temple — men of Israel help I this is the man that 
tmcheth all men every whire against the people andJhe 
law : and farther^ brought Greeks also into the 
Temple, aikd hath polluted this hob/ ptacey^-^no wdn- 
der the SitBitewas aTqused^ and the people ran together^ 
and almost drew him out of the Temple. 

As, there were Jews influenced by the appeal in the 
cajse of Paul'^ who undierstood not the whole merits of 
what was at issue, so diere were Churchmen in Pennsyl- 
variia ;not fully informed concerning the principles in- 
volved in the proceedings al Harrisburg. Their well 
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grounded attachment to Bishop White^ equally as strong 
as that of the ancient Israelites to the pillars of their 
Temple, having been appealed to, they responded to 
the appeal ere they had a iisdr knowledge of its pro- 
priety. . ' 

Although on various occasions ^'Evangelicals'^ hadre- 
plied to one TertuUui^ after another, too willing were 
many to jiielieve the silver accents — Notwithstanding^ 
that I be not further tedious/unto thee^ Ipray thee that 
thou uHHildest hear us of thy clemency; a fewjiuor^hJ 
Plain substantial peqple saw through the design, but 
many would not read th^ reply, tho'.more than one said, 
^They neither found me in the Temple disputing with 
any many neither raisihg up the people^ neither in the 
synagogue^ nor in the city: Neither can they 

PROVE the THINCS. lyHEREOF THEY ^OW ACCUSE ME. 

But this 1 confess^ — (See Acts xxiv.) i 

^^ ' ' . . 

The means made ul3e of to excite prejudice against 
the '^ evangelicaP' body have not yet been completely 
enumerated. Indeed they were too numerous for all of 
tl^em to be pourtrayed. , ^Tis not, therefore, wonderful 
that honest men, meit of sound integrity, should have 
becom^ prejudiced. 'Tis not wonderful that ^ch me^, 
thus prejudiced,* should have done at Harri^burg that 
which they now regret. I know laymen of the majority 
of the last Convention who bitterly lament the vote they 
gave; Their having refused iifi an adjournment for the 
purpose of compromise, becomes less astonishibg when 
the mighty efforts to ^arouse their prejudices are con- 
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templated. The leaders of party did not stop with the 
efforts which preceded the hour of election^ but^ during 
that very hour^ urged upon those who were following 
them, the s^trocious slander that we were not ^o be 
trusted ;— that oiir only object in seeking delay was to 
obtain another clerical vote : — that all our pffers were 
founded upon insincerity ; — and that we expected Mr. 
Nash or Mr. Marks' arrival. 

Driven from all our hope of procuring peace by 
means of an adjournment — foiled in every attempt to 
secure future quiet to the Church, we resolved^ as a last 
effort, to vote for a candidate whom we knew to be pre- 
ferred by a majority of the High Church laijky, and, as 
we are assured by more than one clerical voter for Dr. 
d,, greatly pr,eferred by a majority of the High Church 
clergy also. 

We knew the brother whom we thus selected, held 
views of polity similar to those of Bishop White.^ 
We knew his desire to use those subordinate means of 
doing good, to the qsefulness of which we can all bear 
testimony. We kriew also his knowledge of human na- 
ture to be great. We were urged to the selection of 
him by several individuals among. the High Church 
voters, and a solemn pronUse was given by more than 
one, that if he were Voted for by a respectable number 
of the clergy — whose right it was to- nominate, the laity 
would negative any other nomination that might be 
made, and thus make it neces^ry for the clergy to no- 
minute a second time. On this promise, made by indi- 
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viduals^ (a pi<otaif(e not agreeing^ I grant jrou^ with the . 
pledge which we aftcrwaMs tiiiny asc^rtainipd was given 
by thetn in caucus,) we acted. E^teen cIeo)Darvotes 
were handed in for the brotiierafl^ded to^ by those who 
acted with ns* Bat even this last effort, foundedOM it 
was on the ^lemn pledge i>f some of our opponents,^ was 
equailly abortive with its predece^i^. The gentlemen 
whp gave ns the pledge, failed to redeem it« 

This, sir, is a plain unvarnished tal^, the truth of 
which can be ^suhstitntiat^d in f^ny manner necessary. 
T|ie statement of^what t^qk place iln^the Hi^h Church 
caucus, is, of course, resting upon High Church testi- 
njiony^-^The frien^ of Dr. O, ^id i^Qttake me into their. 
coiinciK<-^^^*EvaAgeHcal'' witnessesr cfin tesPtify to the 
cotteetness of my iM:atement of what Occurred, in Con- 

The conVic^pn pn my .mind that the rejection of 
Mr. Carter waa^Bin unrij^teous act,' was 30 $tlt)ng, thdt^ 
a very shdrt time after it o<^curred, a protest tvas pre- 
pared by me, touching that (Ui^terir ta present to Con- 
venticm. The protect was laid aside fer a time, and it 
was res^ved to prepare one einbi!a<;ing aU p<nnts. Tbia 
pitrt;est, it was supposed would be- reaidy before tike 
adjournment of Conv^ntiOAt ^ notice was glyen in 
Conventi<m tiuit such a paper might be expected. The 
delay whichtook place iji preparing this paper—a de- 
lay occasioned hy ei^umstances not. under the control 
of Mr. B.-1-pre vented its timely preparation. 

The subject of the morning, was resumed in the after- 
7 
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Hooii. The' Rcvw Dr. O. beisg declared diily elected, 
the certificate necessary to be signed i^as presented, 
and the members called upoh to affix to it their names. 
A large majority of even those who voted for4iim, knew 
nothing of Dr. 0. ekcept from the recommendations of 
your friends: These r(^dmmetidatioa3 were not suffi- 
cient to satisfy those who voted agAinst him, even if he 
had been constitu^ionfiniy elected/ The friends of Mr. 
Meade, with scarce an exception, t*efai^ed to tecom- 
mehd him. They could not in their consciences te- 
commend him. They neither did, nor do they now, 
believe him apt arid meet to exercise the office of Bish- 
op to th)e glory of Xrod and the edification of the Chur<Dh. 

The Rev. Sir. M^Ilvaine h$s cdnfirmed^them in this 
their previous opinion. The clerical frierids (rf Mr. 
Meade, in two or three^ instanceis at least, when called 
iipoft for their signatures, begged teave to state the rea*- 
sons why Ihey could hot give^hem. In da very plea- 
sant manner they were plainly told to content themselves 
with a simple affirmation of denial. 

' The scenes at narrisburg, sir, were of sUch a charac- 
ter I wo\ild fain drop a.tcar over diem, and forget them ; 
but your accusationis make a faithful narrative ne^^essa^ 
ry . The scenes were^ such I would desire never to 
witness more f for, though some of the circumstances 
connected with them may and ought to be laid to the 
account^of liuman infirmity, other circumstances had a 
deeper origin. ^ 

Is it, sir, matter "of ' surprise that we appealed to the 
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Bishops ?^tli|tt; we reinoi^trated ? Had we allowed 
the consecration to pass without i^tatijtig oDr o^jections^ 
would we* have doae fight? .:My own o|liQioik is^ [and 
was^] that a remonstcanq^ ought to have been sent U> the 
Standing Cpnunittees.- In fact a statement of our ob- 
jieetions Was sputy but not being fbmal in- its character, 
could not be acted upon by theni. . The remonstrance 
to the ^ishOps wa^ certaii^y respectful, and the rea- 
sons upon which it was Sounded well subslantiated. We 
are io believe^ therefore;^ that the doctrines concerning, 
remcmstrances . promulgate4 by the Briitidi King and 
IRarliamept; in the evfntful era of the American^ revo- 
Iittion, are to be Heli sound at, this day,— ^r. tha;t we 
were perfectly right in f emonstrating. I will ask, also^ 
whether we were, not right in procuring information 
Concelmng«Dr« O's real conduct, : in jorder te lay it be* 
foTfe die Bishops? Had we been.silent concerning hi^ 
conduct to Mr..M^Hvaine— conduct which the whole 
oommunity. condemns — should we^^ave done right ? 

In your address to the Convention of the vdipcew 
oVer which yon pteside, d^ivered ia October last,. you 
take occasicm to isay concerning certain pamphlets is? 
sued by.a virriter styling biniself f^ Plain Truth ! !^^ "I 
feel it ihy duty thus publicly to xianie them, 1>ecause 
they ought not to be ranked among the fugitive;^and 
ephemeral publications of the. day. / They should be 
preserved, and often and 3eriojJsIy perused by, every 
Episcopalian, as exhibiting the danger to. which lus 
church is exposed, from principles and policy which 
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in. their consequences wpuld change^ dud finaHy sub- 
yert lier.distiiictite character/' 

This canoni^tiod On your part makes k iftv butv la 
make ! • 

An AftTEUTT ro ENUMERATE Tfffe MISREFEESElVT- 
ATlONd IN THE FiR6T ,0t THE , PIJTpLl CATIONS 09 

^^ Plain Teuth;'' 

A& I do not certainly kiiow who is the author of 
<^ Plain Tmth/M will^ for die honour of the nittkrte- 
rial name^ y€ft cling: to the hqpe that be is not a cler- 
gyman* B0t' clergy man.or not^your contfad has made 
it necessary that hiis character as a witness should. be 
exposed./ ^ ' ' , * 

. 1 « The author represents' himself aa belonging to th^ 
fast^ firm^ regular titembers of the C^^urcb. ^ The proof 
he gives of thi9 iis^ cireulattd^ tAt and wide his attach 
on a majority of the clergy and lay menfbers of the dio* 
cese during thatperiod of the ecclesiastical year which^ 
next to the uord.s day> is most devjOticitMl)' viz : PassiOB 
Weejc. ■.■•'■.-•■' ■-•..•■• 

2. The author represent himself as ^tted with hor- 
ror at the .idea of a circular letter having been addressed 
to various members of the' Church by MeiSsi;^. Boyd/ 
Bedell^ &e. vA* circular was addressed to selected 
members of the Ohurdh^ signed by several of those with 
whom ^^ Plain Truth'^ acted, if not by " Plain TrutV^ 
himself ;r-r-whi<A circular was an hundred- foM more 
offeii^sive to the spirit of tril6 religion than the one 
which he. condemns/ "- 
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3/ He seeks tb ereate the ides^ throughout Jiis pubK- 
cati6nj that he has a ke^n aiorat setise, o^^i^m^ to avoid 
the l0nguage ef calumny . The inc^iipreotness of this 
display is manifest,-^ 

4w By ha# taking upeh him to aissertii as he does^ in the 
first paragraph ^\m patnpiilet, ^^ that the experience of 
the hte Special Convention evinces without the possi* 
biMty of, a doubt^that there is a spirit abroad iii our 
Church of 4 dai-k -and boding Character.^ By this 
language he describes £he ruling temper of the friends 
of Mr. Meade. The fhiends of Mr/ Meade a^e her^ . 

5* The siaimie paragraph seeks ^ to c;*eate the impres- 
8km> that the opponents of the Rev. Mr: Meade are by 
^ninmce f^ the old and' tried friends of piety .^^ 

6. The Rev. Mr. Meade's friends are, in the close ef 
th^ same piairagraphy stigmatized - as* thoi$ei;dipse spirit js 
likely to be ^*^ fatal not merely lb the rcapectabilily of 
our coihmunipn^ but to its piirity as the great safeguard 
of the unadulteratea doctrines and pnnciples oftne 
worddFGod.? 

' , The-Ri^. Mr. Meade^s name is not meilfioned in the 
above pairagraph ; but the vv^hole pamphlet is Ivell known ' 
to be levelled against his frietids. 

7. Plain Truth representis in pat^agraph secoiid, that 
he is not irifluenccd by the ^^ demon of party spirit. ^^ 

8. Paragraph third, he says, ^^the lines of party 
were drawn at Norristown.^^ The proscription 6f^ the 
Rev. Mr. Boyd, which has existed ever since I have 
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krfo\yn the diocese,— ^the leaving him oatvOf office inthc 

' • • * 

Cwiyentionvat Lancaster^ — atid tti|lliePou[»Qther cireiua^ 

stances,, show the degree of edrrefijtness beloDging to 

. ^ ' . - . . • ' ' 

his statement. .-. .. ■ - . . ■ 

9. Tj^e;;.tWT4 -pftiagraph biei^ the Tc!|irese»tation 
artfuJJ^carrifeA^ibn: thraughouit ih^ whde of^tl^e writing 
of ^/ Plaih TcjutH/' — ^areptesenlatioii^ which wherever 
it occurs,, jis:^wholly untrue, — ^that the^ friends of tb^ 
Hey. Mr. Mea^e wene not the ficiends of Bishop White. 

10. The . oppopents x>f the Rev. Mr; Meade are re^ 
presented in the same paragraph in ' suph manner as to 
make them, appear to h^ 1%e ^xelmwt^ friends of the 
Bishop. • :• . ♦ / ',• ' f > -~ 

^ This wasthe ihystery of iniquity which^iic<5€etf ed in 
deceiving so many of the lay menihei*s of .th^ Chufch in 
the .country. Here* was the watehr^i^ord placed on the 
banner of those who 4)esigned to prevent Mr; M«ade 
from being Bishop. - • . - -. ^ 

11.— ^Butre.al}y. these numbers itwlltiply upon me so 
fast tbaV I ifitust. luistily conclude* The eftumeratiM 
m«y be sent forth in a postcript to this Letteb; In 
the mean tinie^ I would ask your itttejition tothe, siic- 
• ceedin^ letters^ which are to.cohtain ati inquiry into thcf 
the views of polity held by the Cfiurch of ^nghnd^ the 
Protestant Episcopal C hut ch^ Bishop JVhit^fy&c, and 
are to be issued in a new publication^ entitled ^^The 
Christian Warrior/^ 

^ BENJAMIN ALLEN. 
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The Rt Rey. H. V. Qnderdonik, the Bev. Mefi3r8< Montgo- 
mery 'and De Lancey, and aFt others who disfike Bishop White 
Bible Societies, on the ground that they are hostile to the* spread 
of Episcopacy, are invited to read the' following, from ; the SlSd 
Report of the British and Fon^ijgn Bible Society-. — ^p. 159., 

hetler from ike £ev. T. T.TbQmaadny Secretary of ike Calcutta 

jSbmhary Socieiy* 

r ^ . CtopAain,JViwct/i/&cr9, 1836: 

I have thought it might prove acceptable to communicate a few 
particulars respecting the Society ^s operations in- India; and I 
regret that 1 can tonly give you a hastysk^ch of what ^tgfat be 
said oh this interesting subject, l^he friends of the British and 
Foreign BifcRe Society will hear with pleasure and thankfulness, 
that, after a residence of more than seventeen years' in Ben^l, I 
have left that country with a deep conviction that much good has 
been Already done there, and th^tihe beginnings "of a very exten- 
sive and perrnaneni improvement are visible mnong ike Europeans 
as wdl as Jialives, Many Societies have been successively formed 
which in various ways co-operate atid product^ the improvement 
alluded to ; but the impulse was given by the Bible Society. The 
commencement of those labours, which- are now 'so vigorously 
conducted for the 9me1ioratiQD- of India, ipay. be traced to the 
period when an Auxiliary 'Society was formed in Calcutta. 'When 
1 arrived in Bengal, ho public organized Association for the good 
fyf the natives existed id that country. The Baptil^t Missionaries 
liad, indeed', leci the w^y, liiid had been for some time quietly pro- 
ceeding vrith their Christian work :, but they were' supported from 
honie, and~were nither 9ecre%cotiii/enait<^ in India, by the. very 
few frietads of Missionary exertions who were (henthinly scattered 
; over the ' Presidency* than openty recognised. It was consid^ered 
imprudent, and even dangerous, to attempt the conversion of the 
YiatiVes. At the memorable meeting Jn the College of Fort 'Wil- 
liam, for the formation- oC the Calcutta Auxiliary Bible Society, 
the gentlemen present* seemed fo be surprised at their own bold- 
ness. We met, not without eonsiderable apprehension as to ,the 
effect which might be produced on the public by an Associa'tion 
for the avowed purpose of cherishing 'and extending Christianity 
in India;" and 8on>^ mohths elapsed befbre' the promoters oCtbatt 
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important measure felt quite at ease abont the stabifity of their 
plans. It pleased God, however, to' crown their labours with re« 
inarkable success. The new Society was^ery litieiiilly suppos- 
ed throughout the Bengal Presidency, and gradually extended to 
other parts of India. Auxiliary Infltitutions were formed sdcceaf- 
sively, in Ceylon, Bombay, Madras, and Peoaiig ; and What was 
once whispered* fis -a auspicious add dangefoiis atlenipt, was soon 
generally countenanced, and openly patronised. ^ 

The attention of the Calcutta Society w^ first directed to the 
supplying of professing tlhristiads, and then to the preparing of 
New Translaliohs for the natives* Some parts of this magnifieent 
plan have been happily rteafized; the rest are in a /very hd^fol 
progress. 

European Christians are now amply sopplied with copies of the 
Sacred Scripture^ throui^ the.iBstrum^ntalitr of this Society and 
of. those Ivhiclj have beeq unce formed.; wh^n I first arrived in 
Calcutta, copies of the English Seripturea Were scarce, and very 
dear; very few were to be found amon^ bis Aliyesty's regimentsi 
and none eovld b^ obtained but with great difficulty and at an 
enorpsous price. . All the principal stations of the antoy are now 
furnished with depots, under the nuihagement of the Chaplains : 
the Scriptures are accessible to all ; and, by means of the •different 
Associations and thejr Branches, every soldier in his Majesty's 
regiments may now^iossess a copy of th^ Bible, if he pleases. It 
is a subject of great thankfiibiess that the 6|0^iety is Ihns doing its 
direct and appropriate work throughout our Indian possessions. In 
every place the fair trofit of the Society may be now seen ; and) by 
its Secretaries, or authorised agents, its treasures are distributed 
throughout the country. ' /is far, therefore, as the English Scrip- 
tures are concerned, our wishes are realized, ^he Societies have 
now only to keep np those supplies which they furnish, and to take 
care that their stores be not exhausted. 

With respeet to the.natife Christians, very great {irogress has 
been made towards the acfcamplisbment of pur wishes. Large edi- 
tions of the Sacripd Scriptures have been printed and distributed in 
the Tamul, Cingalese, and Malay languages ; abundant Supplies in 
the Portuguese' have been Ofbtained from bomfe; and the Bibte is 
nearly complete in Malayalim for the Syrian Christians of Trayan- 
core. In addition to these ver^ons (vdiich were first required be-* 
cause of the number of Christiaos who speak these langMages), the 
Calcutta Society has been occupied in preparing others, far too 
numerous to 8peGify,.foc.distril^ution among the natives at large. 
It aims at suppljij^g the natives with tlie <h^crtptures In all the 
considerable dialects of the cottntry ; and if the work proceeds as 
it bas'done^. the time cannot be for distant^ when the Missionary 
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will be farBished for his work in whatever district he may choose 
to labour. The Calcutta Society possesses a noh)e Depository in 
the hi'art of that city ^ in which are above 4X),000 copies of the Sa- 
cred Scpiptures, or parts of the Sacred Scriptures, in the languages 
of Europe and Asia; and from this Depository the depots at a dis- 
tance are regularly filled. The title, " bible DEPOsiToav/' paint- 
ed in large black letters on the oqtside, proclaims to the throng of 
passenger^ the wonders of British benevolience, or rather the ihercy 
of God, in visitins: that dark country, and blessing. the inhabitants 
with the li^ht of His Truth. 

The late Rev, Mr, Brown often expressed his wish that sucli.a 
Depository ipight be formed ; iind he laid the foundation of it be- 
fore he was removed. His wishes are fulfilled That important 
machine Is in full operation. The lyiissionaries, when they pro- 
ceed 'to their destinations, supply themselves out of the depository ; 
and thus the land is enriched. These facts are very encouraging: 
they establish the direct influedce of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. But for the encouragement received from this Country, 
and the fund> supplied by this Society, ,.the labours above men- 
tioned couhi not have been conducted. The Comrpittee of the 
Parent Society met «very demand with magnificent liberality. 
Donations in money, books, and printitig^aper, were annually 
vQted; and tliusour ti;ans1ators werepaid, our presses kept in mo- 
tion, and our editions matured. The contributions of the public 
in India, though liberal, were very inadi;quate to the demands of 
such a. cause': what is now a wide and deep stream, would halre. 
been an insignificant brook, it we had been left to our own re- 
sources. Having long witnessed the operations of the Society, 
and assisted in the distribution of its bounty — having seen with my 
awn eyes the delight of the missionary when he has been furnish- 
ed wich the Scriptures out; of onr Depository, and participated in 
his joy, [ cannot but record with the deepest thankfulness niy con* 
viction of the good which has been done, and is still advancing 
in that interesting country, through ,the British andf'oreign Bible 
Society. 

I must not omit to add,ithat ihe Sfcriptuj;es printed at the ex- 
pense of this Society now supply a multitude of schools, where the 
native youth are instructed in the Gospel of Christ Full 6000 
children in the Presidency pf Bengal, are constantly taught out of 
•the Gospels from our Depository. This is surely a subject of live- 
ly congratulation^ I have myself Examined several thousand of 
the Bengalee youth-; and can solemnly aver that I never witnessed 
such proficiency in. the knowledge of Scripture, in our English 
schools, as I have seen in the village schools of Bengal* It can- 
aiot be contemplated without thei deepest interest, that these boys 
8 
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should be annually returning to their fanaiKes, well taught out of 
tjie Sacred Scriptures of Truth, and carrying with them those con- 
victions or prejudices in favour of Christianityy which we know, 
from experience, always arise from a course of patient and judi- 
cious education ; and our Collectors, as well as Secretaries of the 
Association, maj well rejoice that their JabOurs of love are fraught 
with such manifest blessings to a people who are sitting in dark- 
ness and the shadow of death. 

In adverting to the indirect influence of the Bibl^ Society, the 
subject opens surprisingly > Its effects on the public mind cannot 
be adequately conceived, except by those who know the apathy 
and prejudice which once prevailed, in India, and opposed every 
attempt to enlighten the natives. The formation of the Calcutta 
Auxiliary Bible Society broke, as it were, the ice. In no long 
time, the Church Missionary Society began to assume a public 
character. Thefn followed the auspicious introduction of our otvn 
church, in ' its maturity of Episcojia^ government Bishops, and 
Societies in immediate connexion with our long- established Church 
Societies, have since adde<| their weight of influence. Christians 
of other denominations have entered the field. These all have 
their presses, seminaries, and schools; and Calcutta now presents 
to our delighted eyes the same varied colnbinatioiis of societies 
and minbters which we see in our own coun^^; with this differ- 
ence, that in India the natives themselves now bear their full pro- 
portion of labor. We have now societies formed by Europeans 
alone ; others in which Europeans and natives are associated ; and 
others, again,, in which natives act alone. These all, in different 
ways, labour for the intellectual or religious improvement of the 
Datives;.they idirectly or indirectly aim at the downfal of ignor- 
ance and superstition. Possessed, themselves, of different views, 
they yet labour (many of them unconsciously) for the same end. 
The fabric of idolatry is assaulted even by idolaters tfaTemselves; 
who, whilst they unite for the introduction of the English lan- 
guage, arts, and sciences, know not how widely they open the 
door to Christianity. In the mean time,- new Missionaries are ar- 
riving, new Presses are established, new Books aire In a course of 
publishing and distribution ; and Bishop's College is actively pre- 
paring new Missionaries and Schpolmasters, taken from ailiongst 
those born in the country, to bear their parts Sticc'essively in. this 
great work. 

l^bese are the b^nning9 of good — some of them are very re- 
cent ; but all, taken together, must be considered as a magnificent 
seed-time, to be followed, we may reasonably hope, by a blessed 
and extensive harvest.— ^ The Lord is a God of judgment : blessed 
are all they that wait for him ! The vision is for ian appointed 
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time ; but, at the end, it shall speak and shall not lie : thpiigh H 
tarry, wait for it, because it will surely come ; it will not tarry."' 



. From the Rev. Benjamin. Clongh, 

Colombo, August 4, 1 826. 

" It ^e9 me >plea8ure tp ioform you that we had a pleasuni and 
aafe voyage io Ceylon, I reached my old station in much com- 
fort ; and was not a little rejoiced on finding myself once more, 
by the kind hand of Providence^ placed in my old- work. Tou 
will t>e> gratified to hear that one of our yonng Singhalese composi- 
lors.has stated that he kaows the fiurman character, and can com- 
pose it as well as Singhalese. He vf ry soon placed ,the ty{)es in 
the cases, and composed a specimen of the Fafi from the Singha- 
lese copy ; so that one difficulty, which you will recollect I men- 
tioned in London, that of having; a transfer made from the Singha- 
lese to the Burm'an character, is iX once surmoimted \ for the 
young man cotnposes the Bur man type with as m4icfa ease frdm tbe 
Singhalese as though it were already transferred into the latter 
character. 1 find also, to.my surprise, that there are many^ eftpeci- 
ally among the' priests, who well uifderstand the Bur man books. 

On. the matter becoming known, that we had brought out Bur- 
man types to print the Pail New Testament, greet curiosity was. 
excited ; and many daily called on me to make inquiries on the 
subject/ Those- who read Burman are chiefly prbsts, headmen^ 
ox literary nien connected with the temples or priesthood; Mr. 
Cbater, the Baptist -Missionary, who was many yeArr at Rangoon, 
aays the type is beautiful, aod much superior to that cast at Se- 
rampore : he says we have come hearer the naiwt style of charac- 
ter, l^he Colombo Auxilia^ Bible Society was much pleased 
with the specimen I sobraitt^ to them ; and th'ey left k to my- 
self to fraAie the resolution by which I \am to be guided : of 
course, the Secretary, Mr. Mooyart will forward. to you the reso- 
fution, so tha^ my doing it will not be necessary ; but you will 
perceive that I have made the Missionaries and other gentiemen In 
the Burman empire the referees, and in a great measute the um- 
pirea^ before I go on with the whole work; for experience has 
taught me how very important and arduous the task is' of publish- 
ing correct and idiomaticcd vel'sions of the Saered Scriptures in 
the Oriental tongues. Hfnee I Wish to proceed with caution in 
respect to the Pali ;.and should the matter involve any Very intri- 
cate questicMn for decision, 1 think It not at all unlikely that I may 
visit that country. And oh, my dear sir, what must we' think, on 
surveying the late astonishing events that have befallen that em* 
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pire! It is such a wonderful interference of Providence in behalf 
of Missionaries, and the spread of the bleeteed word of God, that 
even the best friends of the cause of God here are astonished ! A 
few months ago, it wa$ at the peril of the life of a man of G04I to 
appear in that empire of darkness and atheism ; but now the whole 
is thrown wide open; and, wo be to Ghristendom, if by its mes* 
sengers it enters not in ! 

I am happy also to inform you, that . we contiiiue to' be highly 
favoured and encouraged in our work in this island. We have 
lately had the happiness to witness some most cheering triumphs 
of the Sacred Scriptures over HeathenisAi, and its vile perverting 
recerds. About a fortnight since, our Missionary brother, Mr. 
Sutherland, stationed at Matura, baptized a priest of Buddha, 
whose , conversion may be .chiefly traced to the effects of rctading 
th^ New Testament, and is one of the most interesting conversions 
to Christianity ever witnessed.' The district of Matura,! would 
just observe, is the most famed of any part of Ceylon,, or perhapi 
of th^ woi'ld, for being the chief seat of Buddhism. The Chief 
Prjest resides there and thero also is their chief College. I have 
been told, by a Missionary who had access to the public records 
of the district, that it contains 1300 Priests: in fact, they nearly 
people the district : and almost every inch of ground is considered 
sacred to Buddha« About sii^ years ago, our assistant Missionary, 
Mr. Salmon, met this Priest in the prison at Matura, visiting a 
native man condemned to die. The one had gone to impart the 
consolations of Heathenism to the poor man ; the other to retoat- 
mend Christ, the Saviour of the World. A little controversy took 
place between them, in the cell, on the great <)ue8tion of a Saviour. 
The jj^issibnary, at length, challenged the Priest to produce a 
single proof, ffOm any of their sacred hocVks,'that such a character 
.was to be found in them for man. The Priest, although young at 
that time, was a man of rising eminence, a most-notoriods opposer 
of the truth, and laboured in every possible way to thwart the Ope^ 
ration of the Missionarie£(. On this occasion, he felt highly in- 
dignant at the challenge of the native Missionary; and went to his 
temple with a resolution to examine their books for proofs to con- 
tradict him, and continued his search for two years, in vain. About 
this time he went to a Tillage in the Galle district, to meet the 
itigh Priest of Kandy, who had come down to perform some great 
ceremony on an important occasion. Here he met with another 
Missionary, who presented hizn With a copy of the New Testament 
in Singhalese ; this he took to his temple and read; but it was 
four years before the pride of his heart would allow him to divulge 
the struggle that was going on in his mind, l^he rank he held in 
the priesthood (being now second in the island), the high reputa^ 
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Hon he bore for his learning and acquaintance with their religioiTy 
and the influence he bad among the people, were circumstances 
which induced him long to resist that light and conviction which 
the reading of the Scriptures had conveyed, to his mind. He 
ventured, however^ at length, to go to our Mi^ionairy, Mr. Salmon, 
and mkke a complete discJosure of all the workings of his mind ; 
but, on repeating his yisits, the thing was soon discovered^ and au 
alarm raised; and he was. compelled to fly from his temple, and 
take refuge in the bouse of the Missionary. As hi« intentions re- 
mained no longer a secret, erery means were used to frustrate his 
design of becoming a Christiifb* The Priests wrote a letter to him^ 
which was signed by them all, stating th« disgrace that would beiall 
them all if be became a Christian ; that were such a calamity ti> 
happen, their, religion would fecei^e an incurable wound, and the 
Priests < would be eiqiosed to the contempt and ridicule of the 
populace. To this be paid no regard. A second docuu>ent then, 
came from them, making him an offer of certain temples and 
emoluments, pr<»vid^d he/would abandon the idea of. becoming a 
Christian. This produced no etfect ; when a third came, in which 
they declared, that if be became a Christian they would, by some 
means or other, deprive him of life. This at first, rather startled 
him ; button advising with the Missionary, be resolved to be firm 
to his purpose, and, soon gave them a public proof of it, running 
all hazards of the eonsequencits. After rc^maining some time, 
learning the way of the Lord more perfectly from the Missionaries, 
.he became the subject of still more imp6rtatnt convictions than 
those that affect tb^ mind and judgment — namely, convictions of 
his sinfulness, and need of a Saviour to pardon. Being thus pre- 
pared, the Missionaries thought him a fit subject for Christian bap'- 
tism. It happened to be the time for preaching thef Missions An- 
niyersary Sermon for that station. On these occasions, large 
crowds o^^ativeseome together; and it is usual for alltthe nintive 
chiefs, headmen, and pripcipai native inhabitants, to be present ;^ 
this therefore, was. the time he chose, that be might have an op- 
portunity of witnessing a more public confession of the name of 
Jesus. • In order that no tumult might take place before the con- 
gregation had assembled, his intended baptism was kept a pro- 
found secret, and one. of the largest and mo9t respectable congre- 
gations assembled that had ever been seen in the place ; when, 
after tb^ liturgy had been read, the Priest advanced towards the 
front at< the upper end of the church, in the presence of the people, 
disrobed of his priestly garment. Mr Sutherland then asked a few 
most appropriate questions, to which he gave very satisfactory 
answers; after which, he. stood forward, and addressed himself (a 
the congregation^ giving, in detail, his reasons for renounring Bud- 
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dhism and the priesthood* aDd for embracing ChristiaDity* As 
itiay be expected, this produced a wonderful effect ; for it is weil 
known that the greater part of the people already referred to, al^ 
though nominal ChristiaBS, are yet Buddhists in their hearts, and 
rigid supporters of that religion. Many of them, howevert not 
only were affected by this unexpected event, but approved it ; and 
and one of themf-after the whole was over, came to the Missionary 
and requested that the King of England might be informed of it. 
The conversion of this man is so glorious an event, that it Inwards 
us more than a thousand fotd fr>r all tbetoils we have had in trans- 
lating' and publishing the Scriptures fh Singhalese. 

But the good effects of distributing the Scriptures do not re^ 
for proof on a solitary ease. I dould muHiply instances that have 
come under my own observation ; and I am thankful to say that 
my colleagues and coadjutors are witnessing the same. I wHI 
Just refer to another case, equally, if not more striking, than the 
former ; for, in this instance, the Word of God, and thet atcKie, led 
to the change. About a month ago, a i^ery interesting Priest was 
iiitrmiuced to me; we were perfect strangers to each other, and 
this brought 'an apology for his abruptness in calling on" me. ' I first 
made inquiry respecting his residence, ke and found he came 
from a place about 60 miles fro cb^ Colombo, quite away from all 
l^Iissionary stations. His errand to Coiomt»o wIms, he told me, to 
perform by special request and invitation from the inhabitants, a 
ceremony which is called Wasafakirima, which is one of great im- 
portance, and requires about three months to perform it.; but, from 
his manner of conversation, I could evidently perceive there was 
something working on his mind which he wished to divulge. 
While in conversation, he received a message from his entertain- 
ersj but he requested permis»6n to visit me again. He came ac- 
cording to appointment. And as it would tire you to hear the 
whole disck)sure of this interesting character, I will ^veyou mere* 
\y the substance of it Some years ago, he met with a copy of 
the New Testaiment in Singhalese ; and knowing it to be some 
part of the Christian's sacred books, aiid the style of it such as he 
greatly relished. Curiosity prompted. him to take it with him io his 
temple, for the purpose of giving it a careful private reading. The 
perusal ofjthis book so filled bis mind with light that he soon dis- 
covered^ the glorious superiority of the Christian system over that 
of his own : the more he read, the more he became convinced of 
its truth, and alarmed at his own .situation. But, in this state of 
mind, he had no one to fly to for direction j bein^ remote from all 
Missionary stations. No Philip yras sent to this Ethiopian. He 
was afraid to quit his temple in search of instruction, lest, being dis- 
covered, he should thereby bring upon himself persecution, with 
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the loss of all worldly good. He cootiDued in this conflioting state 
of mind for several years ; wfaenat length he received the invita- 
tion to Oolotobo, to perform (be ceremony already mentioued, 
which he immediately accepted, with the hope that his journey 
would bring hini in the way of some Christian teacher. When he 
had arrived within two miles of Colombo, one of our Schoolmas- 
ters met him on the high road, and put a slip of paper into his hand. 
We print such slips of paper, containing a passage of Scripture, 
or some short sentence or paragraph, that when our pious natives 
go along the road, they may give them to travellers, but chiefly to 
those who are on their way to poqfctva at the temples. The one 
put into the hand of this Priest was entitled " News from Heaven ," 
and the passage under it, '' God so k>ved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son," Sec* &c. On reading this, his heart be* 
gan to beat, and he asked the Soboofmaster who published It. The 
Schoolmaster replied, *' The Minister, Mr. Clough." The priest 
asked to be directed to me. Hence our first interview, as above 
mentioned. In short, you will rejoice to bear that he has already 
thrown off his robes, having publicly renounced the priesthood* 
The three months' ceremony which be came to perform is aban- 
doned; and this intelligent man is now a candidate for Christian 
baptism ! He is, I am happy to say, under the instruction of my 
esteemed friend and coadjutor in the Translating Room, Mr. Cha- 
ter, the Baptist Missionary, and I dotfbt not but he will do well> 
and prove a valuable auxiliary to us in our important labours.'' 

No. IL 
The account of the sufferings of the Rev. T. Clowes, L. L. D« 
might interest the readers of this letter ; but it is not my intention, 
at present, to insert any more statements of persecuted clergymen 

No lU. 

The sentiments of Bishop White, as setfordi by him on various 

occasions, will appear in the 2d &c Sd Numbers of The Christian 
Warrior. 



f^ 



No. IV. 
The soundness of views concerning Church polity, will be 
tested by a comparison with every acknowledged standard. 



As some may dislike one authority, I quote several, concern- 
ing Laud and the Star Chamber >— 

" The star chamber was a court composed of twenty or thirty 
i^oblemen, bishcps^ judges, and counsellors, nominated by the 
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crown, witik the kins or queen at th^ head, who was sole judge 
when present, (which was seldom,) but in the absence of the king 
or queen, they decide by a vote of the majority^ the lord chan* 
cellor having the casting vote. Neal's History of the puritans, 
vol. 1, page 455. ^ The star chamber, camera stellata, was a 
court of very ancient original, consisting of divines, lords, gpirit- 
ucd and temporal, being privy counseUors, together with two 
judges of the court of common law, without the intervention of 
any jury/ Blackstone's Commentary, iv. vol book 4, chap. 19, 
page ^Q5 — 6. * The star chamber consisted of the lords spiritual 
and temporal,' with others, * they stretdied their power beyond 
the utmost bounds of legality, punishing small offences, or no of- 
fence at all, but of their own creating.' Nicholson's Encyclo- 
pedia, art. starehamb.'^ 

^ ' The star chamber was the most intolerant of all tribunals^ 
and encroached on the jurisdiction oi other courts, its punish- 
ments w«re enormous^-Prynne, a barrister of Lincoln's Inn, for 
reviling plays, hunting and public festivals, and for blaming the 
hierarmy and the new mperstitiona of Laud^ in a book which he 
published, was condemned to be put from the bar, to be pilloried 
m two places, to lose both his ears, pay five thousand pounds to 
the king, and be imprisoned for life.' New Encyclopedia, art. 
Britain. *The star chamber was a court which exercised high 
discretionary powers, and had no precise rule ov limits either 
with regard to the causes^ which came under its jurisdiction, or 
the f/c««ion^ which it formed.' Hume's England, vol 5, page 
44. The steUute of 1641 abolishing the high commission and star 
chamber^ is said by Charles in his speech to the long parliament, 
to SilteT fundamental laws, civil and ecclesiastical, lb. — ^In the 
reign of Elizabeth, 1584, bishop Grindal at the instigation of the 
queen, was by. an order of the star chamber sequestered from his 
arch-episcopal functioviy and confined to his own house. Hume 
vol. 4, page 25. Hume sajs. Laud's vengeance was the princi- 
pal cause of the degraidation of bisiiop Williams, in the star 
chamber, and that the severity of Prynne's sentence in the star 
chamber, is to be attributed to his religious opinions as a Puritan, 
vol. 4, 246— Bishop Williams, of Lancoln, was cited to trial be- 
fore the star chamber, hy the instigations of Laudj upon a charge 
of Puritame principles. Neal, vol. 2, pages l72, 282. Prynne, 
Bostwick, and Burton, were all cited before, and condemned by 
the star chamber, because they plead for reform in the govern- 
ment of the church. Neal, vol. 2, pages 250-1-2, see also con- 
tents of chap. 5, page 23 — Mr. Neal says, if they will call a re- 
lation of the illegal severities of the star chamber a satire against 
the present establishment^ they must use their liberty as 1 shall 
mine! vdi. 2, page 15— In lesr, Prynne, Bostwjck and Burton« 
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were again cited before the star chamber, ^ my lord of Canter* 
bury' being present, axid peissing sentence J \ol. S pages S78-9, al* 
so 280, note ; see also notice of a speech of archbishop Laud, in 
the star chamber. . Page 285. ^ Laud who was sitting in the 
star chamber : at the time of Prynne's harangue, mored lihat he 
might be gagged.' M'CauJey's England, vot. d, page £43. 

*^ The d^urt of the star chamber punished individuals for pub- 
Hshins books and pamphlets, and in some instances, for ^ recom- 
mending' them against the hierarchy. Page 2)86.-^In 1632, 
Mr. Sherfield was tried and convicted in the star chamber for ber 
ing evil-affected to the disdpKne of the church, and Laud in per- 
son moved his punishment! Page 224. On one occasion, 
twelve laymen were fined in the star chamber for employing 
ministers m their families, without consulting ' my lord of Canter- 
bury!' vol. 2, pages 222-3. 'The prosecution of Mr. Prynnft 
originated with archbishop Laud !' JPage 251. And yet Laud 
pronounced his sentence. ' The report flew into Scotland, and 
tile discourse was (Aere, that they must also expect a star 
chamber to strengthen the hands of .their bishops!' Page 287* 
The celebrated Mr. Rushworth, says, the acts of this court were 
without kfw ! Lord Clarendon states, that no man could any 
longer hope to be tree from the inquisition of that court, than he 
resolved to- submit to its extraordinary courses. . The well known 
Mr. Cartwright, the father of the Puritans, and ^cm other dis- 
senting ministers, were. brought tnnce before the star chamber^i 
and were all shamefully degraded and punished by its decisions. 
Neal, vol. 1, pases 445-6-7< ^The archbishop sent the most oil 
bis prisoners to^tne star chamber.' Page 460. 

'^ ' My pains or v^akness must excuse me hermn, when I was 
younger, and had my health, I so diligently attended the sti^r 
chamber, that for full seven years, I was not one da^ wanting*' 
Archbishop Laud's letter, see Rushworth's collections 1628, 
page 453. 

'* Dr. Alexandei: Leighton, was orderedl)y the star chamber, to 
be degraded from the ministry^ pilloried, whipt, fined and im- 

grisoned during life, for writing against the corruptions of the 
ierarchy 5 Neal, vol. 2, pages 209-10— rthat he was degraded by 
the star chamber solely on account of his principles, as a r^ormer^ 
opposed to the ibr^/v pretensions, of an overbearing episcopacy, 
is the testimony rf Feir^e See Vindication, page 177, and of 
Rnshworth, vol. 1, page 55, aldo Neal, pages 2-9-10. At one 
time, the kins himself, appealed in the star chamber and preach- 
ed a^inst retorm, his text was^ Psalm 72-1. . The last sentence 
in this not ^ very long sermon,*' was^ ^ Plead not upon Puritamc 
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principles, wliich make all things popfuktr^^hvii keep within the m- 
cknt limM^ Rapin, vol, £, pages 19£-3, and note 9, also Neale^ 
voL 2, page 101. 



The Rev. W. H. Reese h^ .sincB the publication of tb^ first 
Letter to you, had a oomnutmcation from <he Rev. Dr.. Montgo- 
mery, in which the late rectcM* of Grace Church in your Diocesit^ 
makes the inquiry of Mr. R. whether the statement I made in the 
first Letter concerning his saying Bishop White had changed his 
mind, was, in his opinion, a correct statement? Mr. R. in repljv. 
corroborated my statement.— -Mr. R., the day after that conver- 
sation with the Dr. occurred, was so car^l, and so anxious to 
be entirely correct in his manner of stating it, that, without tell- 
ing Mrs. K. [who was present during the conversation] what he 
w3l remembered Dr. Montgomery to have said, asked herwhst 
recollections of the conversation she had^ Mrs.R. repeated to him 
the expression I have used as one of the expressions of Dr. 
Montgomery. 



A clergyman, now of thii diocese, a year or two agp, met 
a young geotleman, (now a student,) in a neighbouring city. 
Enquiring of the student concerning his prospects, the student 
said, in substance, ^^I have an expectation of being chosen 
principal of a cei'tain institution. The Trustees write favoura* 
bly : in a short time, indeed, they are to elect me.'* In a 
very short time after, said dergyman left that city, wittiout 
- informing the student what design he had in view, took a 
* journe3r to where the said Trustees lived, and made to them 
the following statement : — ^^ I bave AansED with Mr. , 

{^naming the student,] that I shall be united with him in the 
charge of the institution under your care: we are to divide 
the salary: but^ as I am a clergyman^ it is thought better by 
him that I should receive the appointment, and be the prin- 
cipal, with an understanding that I associate ^aid student with 
me in the duties and profits.^' He was believed by said Trus* 
tees : they appointed him^ (relyiogy it may be^ on papers 
which he had procured m>m uasu^eeting pious men — pro- 
cured for another avowed object.) His attainment complete, 
he returned to the city where the studei&t dwelt, and informed 
the astonished youngfaian— :^<I am appointed principal of, 



&c. As * howererj it is a desirable sittisttion, I am ready to 
associate you with myself, and am ready to give you half the 
salary/' 1 can well conceive the young gentleman hesitated; 
but he finally agreed to the proposal. The clergyman, a lit- 
tle while after, saw the student, and told him his plans would 
not allow of his giving him (the student,) more than one third 
the income. Again the student said he would accept. He 
wanted a home and support Once more the clergyman re- 
duced the offer to the student, saying he could give him only 
ONE FOURTH of the Salary. Brother Boyd, more completely 
informed on this matter than myself, 1 doubtjnot, is ready to 
corroborate the ^tement. The clergyman is said by report, 
to be well known to the Rt. Rev, H. U. Onderdook, though, 
( presume, these facts are unknown to him and his friends. , 



Siah^ Hobftrtsaidy (as I am infonoied,) when, in Lancaster, 
he met some of us on our way to Harrisburg, he had no objec- 
tion that Mr. Meade should be Bishop. — ^Had the recommenda- 
tion of Mr. Meade been uniform^ and given to a//, there wouhl 
have been no difficulty in electing him. 



'' Are the friends of th6 Rev. Mr. Meade, the filth of, &e.'' 1st. 
letter, p. 9. 

In addition to the phillipics bearing your Episcopal title, the fol- 
lowing appears against ns in a Monthly publication, recomme/icfedf 
in your address to tlie Convention in your Dioc^e, in October 
last. 

'* Desperate were the efforts, and truly unhallowed the arts/u^ed, 
almost np to the very moment of the consecration, to thwart this 
kind purpose of God io favor of his church. They have swollen to 
anch enormity, and assumed such a charactec, as^ will let them be 
no more the merely local i^oncerns of a diocese. The discredit 
with which they threaten our common religion, the wounds which 
they inflict on our common church, and the unsparing malignity 
oflheir attacks,*^ &c. 

Are we really the blackguards which the above describes us to 
be ? If 80, we are no more ^^JU to live^^ than was one of old. — See 
Acts of Apostles. 
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MODERN MARTYROLOGY, 



Rev, W. Eldred, in a letter to me, writes, I am informed my 
salarj as Missionary is to cease 1st March nest. This brother, 
one of the best Missionaries in the state, dared to vote for Mr. 
Meade. He has a wife and six children. The Episcopal Mission- 
ary and Education Society, has resolvc^d to assist him. 



A member of the Special Convention, who voted for Mr. 
Meade,, was assisted oiuch by a Hi^h Churchman in his pe- 
cuniary affairs, and needed such assistance.^ After the High 
Churchman found he voted for Mr. Meade, he abandoned him, 
and gave as his reason, the fact of his having voted for Mr. Meade. 



What is the elective franchise wobth^ when, 
fob faithfully exercising it; men must suffer 
what we have suffered ? 



The great multitude of misstatements in ^^ Plain 
Truth'' is realFy alarming. For instance, 'tis said by 
^^ Plain Truth,'' ^an exclusive party ticket' was vptj^d 
by the Convention held in St. Paul's Church ; when the 
feet is, scarcely wei*e there three ^^ evangelical" mem*- 
b6rs put in the Standing Committee by that Convention 
— the remaining six or seven out of ten being not those 
reputed ^^. evangelical." This too occurred in a Con- 
vention where "evangelical" men had poWer, (intimites 
P. T.,) to elect. In his pamphlet he also presents a 
statement intended to produce the impression that 
^^ evangelical" Churches contribute less money to Epis- 
copal funds or measures than other Churches. The 
fact here is, the single Church of St. Paul's, Philadelr 
phia, by only two of its members^ devoted a greater 
sum to the fund for the support of the future Bishop — 
known by the name of '^ The Episcopal Fund,'' than 
was contributed to that object by the whole of the other 
Churches iri the diocese put together. And Dr. Pil- 
more, who, by will, thus devoted the larger portion, is 
notoriously known as evangelical. The Rev. Dr. Pil- 
more has ever been stigmatized by High Church. The 
Rev. Dr. Pilmore stood alone, or tiearly so, as an 
'^ evangelical ;," had .prayer meetings, as long as reasoii 
and strength of body remained to him. 

Documents are in' my hands with reference to the 
charge of bribery, showing the conduct of such as 
preferred it. Not only was money paid \by friends 
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of Dr. Wflson^ but in both cases this payment of 
money vms a tiling perfectly innocent-^ mere act of 
brotherly kindness, such as apostles received and en- 
joined. The bringing the charge reminds me of your 
charge made in 1807. (See first Letter.) 

Documents from Easton I have also : many precious 
letters^ &c. I am empowered to present. But I have 
half a mind to print no more about these matters. I 
am sick of contemplating High Churchism. I shall 
state the views of the dhurch in relation to polity, 
Ac; in The Christian Warrior; but whether the Post- 
cript alluded tp in the close of the Letter will appear, 
is uncertain. I am more inclined to give the whole of 
my leisure to the Bible and other Societies, which are 

so soon TO BE MADE THE HAP?Y INSTRUMENT OF CON' 
VERTING THE WOULD. B. A. 



I 



&" The TTiird Letter to Bisliop Hobart will appear 
in No. II. of The Christian Warrior, which will be 
published on Wednesday, January 9, 1828, at 92, 
South Third street, bppo»te St. Paul's Church, 
Philadelphia. 



